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A taxonomic review of the genuesyperus
(Coleoptera: Carabidae: Harpalini)

BORISM. KATAEV
Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciendesversitetskayanab. 1, &. Petersbug 199034 Russia.

Abstract

Basedon the stidy of the type material, tle gerus Oesyerus Andrewes, 1923stat. rest.and three
included speciesre redesibed anda key for determination of th speces is povided. A
relaionship d Oesyerus within the Selenophori group is discussed. The faling new
synonymies & established:Oesyerus Andrewes, 1923 =Merklia Ito, 2004, syn. n., =
Merklophonus Ito, 2005, syn. n; Oesyperus uralus Andrewes 1923 = Merklia pubendto, 2004,
syn. n.
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Introduction

Oesyerus Andrewes ione of he enigmatic taxa dflarpalini remainig today. Andrewes
(1923) erected itas a gaus for tree pecies describedybhim in the samgpaper from
southerrindia and late(Andrewes 199) designatd Oe. unctulufAndrewes, 1923 as the
type speciesf this gews. According to Andrewes (123), Oesyerus is quite disinct
from any Hamalini genusknown © him. He dd not anayze the relatiortsp of this gaus
but noted the similarity oftiis taxan in some charactes (palpi andbody pubescace) to the
genus Platymetops Dejean. Bas® on the examinatin of the single femaleof Oe.
unctulus, Noonan (185a) treatd Oesyperusas a synaym of the seleophorine gaus
ParophonusGanglbauer becaseboth possess densely pubescent dorsumdsa peg-like
seta on the apical stylomeredazonclded since there ar® apmorphiesOesyperuslid
not warrant genericstatus. Without any explanation, Oesyperuswas listedas a subgenus of
Parophonusin both editiors of the World catalgue of Carabidae filished ty Lorenz

Acceptedby V. Gebennikov: 18 Jul 2006; published: 11 Aig. 2006 43



