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Abstract

Apseudes laen, new species, idescibed fom the mane waters of Ne Zealand in depths of
108-1357 m. The new species belongadooup of species chracterized by tepresene of lateral
spines orboth the carap® and pereoniteApseudesarsenican be distiguished fom allbut one
of the® speciesA. graciloides,by having tvo pairs of laterbspineson the carapace Apseudes
larseni also dffers fromA. graciloidesby (1) the lateral pinesof pereonite 1lhaving a diferent
placement (2) pereoni¢ 2 having four pairs of laterd spines as opposedotone pai in A.
graciloides, (3) the cheliped with merus haviragventr spire (absen in A. graciloide3 anda
distinctly shorter and stoute carpus, ard (4) peregod 1 with basis lackig ventral spinegpresent
in A. graciloide$. The morphdogical similarity of the twsexesgspecitly in the similar cheliped

and the apparent presence of a reduced genital cone on some female specimens, suggest the

possibility that Apseudes larsemnay be hermaphrodit
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Introduction

The apsedomomphan tanaidaceans of WeZealar are poorly known. Reports of the
group are limited to recordsnd descriptbns for sevan nominal gecies, far belorging to

thefamily Apseudidae Leach, 181#vo tothefamily Metapseudidagang, 1970, andne
to the family Sphyrapidae Guu, 1980. General kowledge of the marine tandacean
fauna from New Zealand is limiteid the older publications of Chilton (1882, B33

Thomson(1879, 1880, 1913), Stephensen (1927), Lang&1%6d Gardiner (1973). The

first apseudomorphanpscies descbed from New Zealad waters wasApseudes

timaruvia Chilton, 1882, a specidhatMiller (1940)later transferedto the metapseudid

genusApseudomorphailler, 1940. Of the seven psaudomorphas known from the
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