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On a collection of calappid crabs (Crustacea: Decapoda: Brachyura) from Fiji, 

with a description of a new species of Mursia
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Abstract

Seven species of calappid crabs were identified from material collected during four IRD-MNHN expeditions conducted 

in 1998 and 1999 in shallow and deep waters off Fiji. Six species are reported for the first time from the islands. One new 

species, Mursia murimura n. sp., is described and illustrated. The new species differs from the closely related M. diwata

Galil & Takeda, 2004, with which it shares a stout, distally auriculated first male pleopod, by possessing much longer lat-

eral carapacial and cheliped spines. 
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Introduction

A collection of specimens belonging to three genera of the family Calappidae de Haan, 1833, obtained during four 

expeditions to Fiji conducted by Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) and Muséum national 

d'Histoire naturelle, Paris (MNHN) on board the research vessel Alis: MUSORSTOM 10, 5–19 August 1998 

surveyed Bligh Water, a deep basin between the islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu; BORDAU 1, 22 February - 

14 March 1999, the eastern part of the archipelago, from Somo-somo Strait, between Vanua Levu and Taveuni, to 

the Lau Group (Richer de Forges et al., 2000a, b). Samples were taken to depths of 1300 m, although some 

specimens were taken from 506 m. The SUVA 2 and SUVA 4 expeditions, also on board Alis, took place on 13–22 

October 1998 and 21–26 September 1999 respectively, and surveyed lagoons and harbours in Viti Levu. 

The listed species belong to Calappa Weber, 1895, Mursia Desmarest, 1823, and Paracyclois Miers, 1886. 

Although these species have been recently studied in adjacent areas in Melanesia (Galil 1993, 1997, 2007, 2013; 

Crosnier 1997; Galil & Ng 2010), they had not been previously recorded from Fiji. In The existence of a new 

species is also described herein. The material is deposited in the Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, Paris.

Synonymy is restricted to original description and regional citations. Measurements given are of carapace 

length. Abbreviations: CP trawl, DW Warén dredge, stn station. 

Systematics

Superfamily Calappoidea de Haan, 1833

Family Calappidae de Haan, 1833

Genus Calappa Weber, 1895

Calappa clypeata Borradaile, 1903 
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Paracyclois Miers, 1886

Paracyclois milneedwardsi Miers, 1886

Paracyclois milneedwardsi Miers, 1886: 289, pl. 24, fig. 1. — Galil 2007: 556. — Galil & Ng 2009: 53; 2010: 143.

Material examined. MUSORSTOM 10. Bligh Water, stn CP1318, 17°15.6’S 178°03.4’E, 330–335 m, 6.08.1998, 

1 ♂ (21.1 mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6969; stn CP1325, 17°16.4’S 177°49.8’E, 282–322 m, 7.08.1998, 1 ♂ (29.0 

mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6979; stn CP1328, 17°16.8’S 177°50.4’E, 248–277 m, 7.08.1998, 1 ♂ (51.2 mm), MNHN-

IU-2013-6982. Southeast of Viti Levu, stn CP1348, 17°30.3’S 178°39.6’E, 353–390 m, 11.08.1998, 1 ♀ (37.7 

mm), 4 pre-adults (18.3-23.7 mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6981; stn CP1360, 17°59.6’S 178°48.2’E, 402–444 m, 

13.08.1998, 1 ♀ (24.6 mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6958. South of Viti Levu, stn CP1368, 18°10.9’S 178°23.5’E, 380–

469 m, 15.08.1998, 1 ♂ (21.4 mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6959; stn CP1389, 18°18.6’S 178°04.7’E, 241–417 m, 

19.08.1998, 1 ♀ (48.1 mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6986. — BORDAU 1. stn CP1467, 18°12’S 178°36’W, 417–427 m, 

6.03.1999, 1 ♂ (40.0 mm), MNHN-IU-2013-6987.

Distribution. Originally described from the Admiralty Is (Bismarck Archipelago), it has been subsequently 

recorded from Japan, Taiwan, Philippines, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu (Galil 2007; Galil & Ng 2009, 2010). 

New record for Fiji.
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