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Abstract

Two new species of the genus Temnaspis Lacordaire, 1845, family Megalopodidae, are described from China and Myan-

mar: Temnaspis puae Li & H.B. Liang, sp. nov., Temnaspis syringa Li & H.B. Liang, sp. nov. Biological notes are pro-

vided for Temnaspis syringa. Temnaspis flavicornis Jacoby, 1892 is redescribed and a lectotype designated. A key to 

species of the genus Temnaspis with black elytra in China and adjacent areas is provided.
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Introduction

The family Megalopodidae is an ancient and relatively small family in Chrysomeloidea (Crowson 1960; Suzuki 

1988, 1994, 2003; Reid 1995, 2000; Gómez-Zurita et al. 2007, 2008; Marvaldi et al. 2009). In China, 54 species of 

Megalopodidae have been recorded, including 22 species of the genus Temnaspis Lacordaire, 1845 (Gressitt & 

Kimoto 1961; Chen & Pu 1962; Chen 1974; Kimoto & Gressitt 1979; Tan et al. 1980; Medvedev & Sprecher-

Uebersax 1997; Medvedev 2002, 2010; Yu & Liang 2002; Silfverberg 2010). Four species of Temnaspis have been 

recorded in neighbouring Myanmar (Kimoto 2005).

In the insect collection of the Institute of Zoology (Beijing), we found a Temnaspis specimen with black elytra, 

which had been determined as T. nigriceps Baly, 1859. But after careful comparison with type material and original 

descriptions, we conclude that it represents a new species of Temnaspis, which is described below, with additional 

material from Myanmar. A key to species of the genus Temnaspis with black elytra in China and adjacent areas is 

presented.

Two other Temnaspis specimens with yellowish-brown elytra, collected from Beijing, have been sent to us by 

Mr D.K. Zhou. At first we thought they were T. japonica Baly, 1873, which was wrongly recorded from China (Yu 

& Liang 2002). However our examination of Japanese material of T. japonica shows that this Beijing species is 

also new. In spring 2012, many adults and larvae were collected in two localities in Beijing, and their biological 

features were observed in the field. This species is also described below.

Material and methods

All measurements were made using a Nikon SMZ1500 stereoscopic dissecting microscope with an ocular 

micrometer. Body length (BL) = the linear distance along the midline from the anterior margin of labrum to the 

apex of elytra; body width (BW) = elytra width (EW) = the maximum linear distance across elytra; pronotum 
Accepted by C. Reid: 24 Oct. 2013; published: 21 Nov. 2013  379



few specimens (hind tibiae more or less yellow, apex of femora yellow in T. japonica); labrum and clypeus only 

yellow at apical margin (all yellow in T. japonica); subapical portion of median lobe thin in lateral view (Fig. 58), 

gradually narrowed to apex (thick, abruptly narrowed in T. japonica; Fig. 107); apical lamella of media lobe (Fig. 

58) long (short in T. japonica; Fig. 107); granulated area of EdpS (Fig. 62) long (granulated area short in T. 

japonica; Fig. 111). Furthermore, the host plant of T. syringa is Syringa pubescens, while the host plant of T. 

japonica in Japan is Fraxinus sieboldiana, Ligustrum japonicum, and L. obtusifolium (Chûjô & Kimoto, 1961)

Temnaspis syringa is also similar to T. nankinea, a specimen of which is illustrated here (Figs 113–114, 117–

118). Temnaspis syringa differs by having: pronotum, scutellum and elytra brown, metaventrite more or less yellow 

(pronotum and scutellum black, elytra yellowish-brown, metaventrite black in T. nankinea; Figs 113–114); median 

lobe blunt at apex (median lobe sharp at apex in T. nankinea; Figs 117–118). 

Temnaspis syringa can be distinguished from T. fraxini by having pronotum brown, prosternum and 

metepisternum black (pronotum with black area, prosternum and metepisternum yellow in T. fraxini), and apical 

lamella long (apical lamella short in T. fraxini, Figs 115–116, 120–122).
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