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Abstract

A new species, Epania gressitti sp. nov., is described. Specimens were intercepted from imported ebony timber (Diospy-

ros sp., Ebenaceae) from Papua New Guinea. A key to Epania species in Papua New Guinea is presented.
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Introduction

The genus Epania Pascoe, 1858 belongs to the tribe Molorchini of the subfamily Cerambycinae and consists of 

about 70 species worldwide. It can be distinguished by the following characters: body four to five times as long as 

broad; frons flat, almost as wide as transverse eye diameter; prothorax not tuberculate laterally and fairly even 

above, generally reticulate above; fore coxal cavities closed posteriorly; elytra abbreviated, rounded and dehiscent 

posteriorly, about one-third as long as abdomen; hind femora gradually or abruptly clavate (Gressitt, 1951a; 

Gressitt et al. 1970; Heller, 1921, 1924). 

More recent taxonomic treatments of Epania are found in Gressitt (1951b, 1959), Hayashi (1951, 1961, 1968, 

1978), Breuning (1956), Gressitt & Rondon (1970), Takakuwa (1981), Holzschuh (1984a, 1984b, 1991, 1993, 

1999, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011), Niisato & Satto (1996), and Niisato (2002). Prior to this study, 23 

species of Epania have been recorded from the Malay Archipelago and Southwestern Pacific (Heller, 1924; Pic, 

1942; Gressitt, 1951b, 1959; Holzschuh, 2006, 2011). In this paper, a new species, E. gressitti sp. nov., is 

described. The specimens examined were collected on the surface of imported ebony timber (Diospyros sp., 

Ebenaceae) from Papua New Guinea by Haikou Port Office (HPO), Hainan Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine 

Bureau (HNCIQ), P. R. China. 

Material and methods

Specimens examined are deposited in the following institutions: Institute of Entomology, College of Plant 

Protection, Southwest University, Chongqing, P. R. China (SWU); Post-Entry Quarantine Station for Tropical 

Plant, HNCIQ, Hainan, P. R. China (PQSTP).

All images were captured using Leica M205A Stereomicroscope, Canon 7D Camera with Helicon Intelligent 

Software For Photographers and edited with Adobe Photoshop CS5. Descriptive terminology follows Niisato 

(2002) and Jiang & Chen (2001).
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FIGURES 13–14. Prosternal intercoxal process with a depression at apex in Epania gressitti sp. nov. 13. paratype male; 14. 
paratype female. Scale bars equal 0.5mm, fc = fore coxa. 
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