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Abstract

The genus Pityocera Giglio-Tos is revised based on examination of external morphology and genitalia of type material 

and specimens from Brazilian and foreign institutions. Five currently valid species in three subgenera are recognized: P. 

(Elaphella) cervus (Wiedemann, 1828); P. (Pityocera) festai Giglio-Tos, 1896; P. (Pseudelaphella) nana (Walker, 1850); 

P. (Pseudelaphella) nigribasis Fairchild, 1964; P. (Pseudelaphella) patellicornis (Kröber, 1930). Five new species are de-

scribed: P. (Pseudelaphella) barrosi Gorayeb & Krolow sp. nov. (Brazil: Mato Grosso do Sul); P. (Pseudelaphella) gor-

ayebi Limeira-de-Oliveira & Krolow sp. nov. (Brazil: Maranhão, Tocantins and Bahia); P. (Pseudelaphella) pernaquila

Gorayeb & Krolow sp. nov. (Brazil: Pará and Rondônia); P. (Pseudelaphella) rhinolissa Krolow & Henriques sp. nov. 

(Brazil: Pará, Maranhão, Tocantins, Rondônia, Mato Grosso, Goiás and Mato Grosso do Sul; Bolivia: Santa Cruz); P. 

(Pseudelaphella) ecuadorensis Buestán & Krolow sp. nov. (Ecuador: Manabí, Guayas, Santa Elena and Loja). We provide 

diagnosis, descriptions, redescriptions, distribution records, illustrations and discussion for all species, as well as a key for 

identification of species. 
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Introduction

Pityocera was proposed by Giglio-Tos (1896) as monotypic for Pityocera festai Giglio-Tos, 1896, a species with a 
conspicuous bipectinate antenna. The subgenus Elaphella was published by Bezzi (1913) as a nomen novum for 
Dicranomyia Hunter (1901), the Type species of Pangonia cervus Wiedemann, 1828. In the same year Enderlein 
(1913) proposed the genus Allodicrania as nomen novum for Dicrania Macquart (1834), which in turn had already 
been replaced by Dicranomyia Hunter because it was preoccupied by Lepeletier & Serville (1828). Hine (1920) 
proposed the nomen novum Stichocera for Dicrania Macquart and Dicranomyia Hunter, which had both been used 
to name the same genus of the Type species Pangonia cervus Wiedemann, but was preoccupied. In the following 
year, Bezzi (1921) determined that Elaphella Bezzi was the name that should be kept since it was published 
thirteen days before Allodicrania Enderlein and seven years before Stichocera Hine. In 1850, Walker described 
Pangonia comprehensa, which was synonymized by Ricardo (1904) under Elaphella cervus (Wiedemann).

Although Pityocera shares many morphological similarities with Fidena Walker, the peculiar antenna with the 
modified flagellomeres and the closed r

5
 cell with the elongate petiole of P. festai and E. cervus allowed an easy 
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