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Abstract

The typification of the names Selaginella denticulata (L.) Spring (≡ Lycopodium denticulatum L.) and S. ornithopodioides 
(L.) Spring (≡ L. ornithopodioides L.) (Selaginellaceae) is discussed. A specimen at LINN is designated as the lectotype of 
S. denticulata, and a specimen at BM is designated as the second-step lectotype of the name S. ornithopodioides.
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Introduction

Selaginella Palisot-Beauvois (1804: 478) (Selaginellaceae) is a highly diversified genus of lycopodes including about 
700 species with a long phylogenetic history dating back to the Carboniferous Period (Jermy 1986, 1990; Raubeson et 
al. 1992; Kenrick & Crane 1997; Thomas, 1997; Judd et al. 1999; Korall & Kenrick, 2002, 2004; Banks 2009, Banks 
et al. 2011). Selaginella has a cosmopolitan distribution with species adapted to very different ecological conditions 
but with the greatest diversity located in the tropics (Judd et al. 1999; Korall & Kenrick, 2002; Banks 2009). Most 
show delicate dichotomously branching stems and minute leaves in ranks of two distinct sizes (Jermy 1990). The 
sporophytes vary greatly in size, with the larger ones reaching 50 cm long or more (Tryon & Tryon 1982). Selaginella 
is heterosporous (micro- and megaspores formed in the respective micro- and megasporangiums), with the male and 
female gametophytes extremely reduced. Recently, the study of its genome has illuminated some crucial steps in the 
evolution of vascular plants (Banks et al. 2011). Selaginella has been used in traditional medicine around the world 
and new active compounds have been recently identified (Banks 2009).
	 Selaginella denticulata (L.) Spring (1838: 149), grows on wet and shadow habitats in the Mediterranean basin 
(specially in the western Mediterranean) and adjacent Atlantic regions, being considered a not threatened species 
(Daoud-Bouattur et al. 2010). Selaginella ornithopodioides (L.) Spring (1838: 216) seems endemic of Sri Lanka where 
it grows at low elevations marshy places in the wetter part of the island (Alston 1945; Chandra et al. 2008) being 
considered a threatened species.
	 From a nomenclatural standpoint S. denticulata has not been previously typified (Jarvis 2007: 647) and for S. 
ornithopodioides although previously typified (Alston 1945: 222) a second-step lectotypification is proposed. This 
paper proposes the designation of the lectotypes for these two names based on the protologues and consultation of 
Linnaeus’s original material.

Typification

Selaginella denticulata (L.) Spring (1838: 149)

The nomen specificum legitimum in the Linnaean protologue (1753: 1106) “Lycopodium foliis bifariis: superficialibus 
imbricatis, surculis repentibus, floribus sparsis” (Lycopodium leaves of two types: superficial overlapping, creeping 
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