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Biemna trisigmatasp. n., a new sponge from the
North coast of Brazil (Demospongiae, Poecilosclerida)
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Abstract

A new species dBiemnaGray, 1867B. trisigmatasp. n., is described from the northern Brazilian
coast, Amapa State. The new species is compared to other tropical West Atlantic sjikeiesgf
from which it differs in having three categories of sigmas and two categories of microxeas.
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Introduction

The north coast of Brazil is still poor with regard to knowledge of the Porifera fauna. A
few records of shallow-water Poecilosclerida have been previously made in this area and
adjacent regions (Collette & Riitzler, 1977; Hajdu & Desqueiroux-Faundez, 1994; Mothes
et al.. 2000; Mothet al, in press). Tendal (1973) working on material gathered by the
‘Albatross’ Swedish Expedition, describé&thondrocladia albatrossirom deep-water
(4.474-4.430 m), off the coast of Ceara State. The occurremBiernhais limited to one
speciesB. microacanthosigm#othes, Hajdu, Lerner & Van Soest (in press).

Material & methods

The sample was collected from the Brazilian coast in 1968, from 02°57'00"N—
49°04'00"W, 76 m depth, off the coast of Amapa State (Fig. 1). It was dredged during the
oceanographic expedition of Diretoria de Hidrografia e Navegacdo da Marinha do Brasil
(DHNM) — Comissédo Pesca Norte I. The holotype is deposited in the Porifera Collection
of Museu de Ciéncias Naturais, Fundacéo Zoobotanica do Rio Grande do Sul (MCNPOR).
Skeletal slides and dissociated spicule mounts were made according to methods of Mothes
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