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Abstract

The monotypic reduviid genus Torrealbaia Carcavallo, Jurberg & Lent, 1998 (Triatominae, Caver-
nicolini) from Venezuela is synonymized with Amphibolus Klug, 1830 (Harpactorinae) described
from Northern Africa. Morphological evidence for the synonymy of Torrealbaia martinezi Carca-
vallo, Jurberg & Lent, 1998 with Amphibolus venator (Klug, 1830) is discussed. The currently
known distribution of A. venator (Northern Africa and the Middle East, Jamaica, India, Japan) is
supplemented by new locality data from Venezuela, Canada and India. It is hypothesized that the
distributional records of A. venator from the Neotropical region are due to dispersal of this species
by human means, possibly with stored products.
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Introduction

Carcavallo et al. (1998) described a new genus and species, Torrealbaia martinezi, within
the tribe Cavernicolini of Triatominae. The description of this new taxon was based on a
single female specimen from Chabasquén in Portuguesa State, Venezuela. 

Carcavallo et al. (1998) pointed out that T. martinezi possesses several characteristics
that could imply an affinity with Harpactorinae, and that it shows resemblance to Amphi-
bolus venator (Klug, 1830) (Harpactorinae). Even so, the systematic placement of T. mar-
tinezi within the Triatominae has never been seriously questioned (Carcavallo et al. 1999,
Carcavallo et al. 2000, Schofield 2000, Galvão et al. 2003). In addition, haematophagy, a


