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New Carlia fuscacomplex lizards (Reptilia: Squamata: Scincidae)
from New Guinea, Papua-Indonesia
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Abstract

Recent rapid-assessment surveys in western New Guineaoaiged weltdocumented voucher
specinens that shovgreater speciation within ¢fCarlia fuscacomplex in this area than indicated

by the examination of older musewspeé¢mens.Vaiiation in tre morphometric and scalatidraits

of these new species does ndfeti greatly fran other fusca complex speciesThis result was
antidpated oving to the overall lowevel of varidion in these morphological féares inthe fusca
complex. Regionalizéon of distinct cola patternsand abrupt shifts from @npatternto another
indicate the existence of a distinct species along much of the southern coast from the Eilanden
River basin to Etn®8ay and another species from the northeyast of the Bomberai Peninsula.

The variation ard distribution of fusca complex speciesare examined fo populations in the
southern adwestern “mainland” Papdimdonesia.
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Introduction

The island of New Guinehas ahighly diverse herpetofana with @out 300 peciesof
frogs 200 lizards and 86 nonmarie snakes (Allison19% updated) Thesenumbers,
howeve, likely reflect only aportion of the actual species tioess of he herpetofana.
New discoveries of strikigly differentspecies occur with eacbdused field inentosy of
locd New Guinean faunas (e,gAllison and Kraus, 208; Kraus and Allison, 200b).
Similarly monogrghic studies bgenera or specsgyroups regularly double or triple the
number of recognizable species. Zwe{f2000) examinedliversity in the microhylid frog
Sphenophryneensu lato and fodnthat this tarn actually consistkof four clades (=
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