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The taxonomic status of the Italian Sparow — Passer italae
(Vieillot 1817): Speciation by stabilised hybridisation?
A critical analysis
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Abstract

Since its descriptivthe taxononic gatus ofthe Italian Sparne Passer italiag(Vieillot 1817)has
changed repeatedly according to the speciation conapptied. Due to external similarigevith
hybrid sparow individuals he hypothesis thattaliae is a stabilised hybrid form betwe®&asser
domesicus (L. 1758) and P. hispaniolensis (Temm. 1820) has deeply influenced the discussion
althoudn someauthos do not even accept hybridrfos & taxa Based upora compehensive
review ofthe literature it isshown that th postulation of a hybrid orig of italiae is inadmissible,
being basedon a methalologically circular argument. There is @ convincing proof of stailised
hybridisation. ThereforePasser italiaeis a real taxonand not a hybrid fom. Applying the
Biospecies Concept according tumrent knowledge b distributional facts and the ladk of
reproductive solation beween italiae and higpaniolensis | argue that these two forms are
conspecific.Passer domestiais not conspecifievith them. According to the rulesf zoological
nomencléaure the taxa have to lesgnatedas Passer italiz italiae (Vieillot 1817) andPasser
italiae hispamolenss (Temminck 1820).
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Introduction

The taxonomic statusf the Italian Sparrav has bep subject to scientific debate for nearly
200 years witbut a satisfactory clarificatioof its positon. Originaly described as a
species (Fringilla italiae Vieillot 1817) its affiliation has danged constantly wit the
dteraton of viewpdnts and methods of sinatics. Ths is all the more remarkable
because wde on the obviously cbse relatbonship between #hHouse Passer domesticus
(L. 1758)], Willow or Spanish[P. hispaiiolensis (Temminck 1&0)] ard Italian Sparrow
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