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Heteropoda schwendingedéger 2005 (Araneae: Sparassidae)
— first description of female with notes on intraspecific variation
and evidences supporting species status

PASCAL EUSEMANN® & PETER JAGER
Forschungsinstit ut Sendkenberg, Senckenberganlage 25, 60325 Frankfurt am Main, Ger many.

Abgract

The female of Heteropoda schwendingeriJager 2005 is described for the first time. Notes on
intraspecific varidbn are giverfrom twomales and three femal&sm the typelocality, Than Lod

Yai cave Smal variation and consistent combination of both male famale characters confirm
its speciestatus.
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Introduction

The gews Heteropoda Latreille 1804 arrently includes atut 180 species (Platnick
2006). Its diversig seems tche situatd in tropical Sutheast Asia (JAge2002, 2006),
from whee even large cave-dwelling species have been described just recertly (Jager
2001, 2005)Among these isleteropoda schwendingetager 2005, described fnoa sih-
gle male collectd in the Tha Lod Yai cave, Thailanl. This species was diagsed by
male pabal characters opl Due to the dficult taxonomy within the genudHeteropodait
was rot clear whether it represents a species on its owbpelonged as a undescted
male to arother, alrealy describedspeciesMore specimesiof both sexes wercollected
by Petr Schwendinger in 2005. In this paper, we desribe the female for the first time,
give some additionahotes m the variation of @me characters in thigpsecies ad show
evidencs supporting gecies status dfl. schwendinger
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