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Review of the Southeast Asian millipede genuacidesmus
Golovatch, with the description of a newtoglobitic speciesifom
southern China (Diplopoda: Polydesmida: Polydesmidae)
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Abstract

The gemis Pacidesmuss briefly reviewed, with all of its three species keyed, including the clearly
troglobiti c P. martensi sp. n.from two caves in Guizhou Provinc€hina.
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Introduction

The fawa of Polydesmidae of Stheast Asia isstill poorly known, wih only a few
“macropolydesnd” species so far recordein Indochina and djacent territories,
including southern @ina. These speciesrggely represent the highlspeciose gaus
EpanechodusAttems, 191, which is particularly typical adapan, Korea ahChina,as
well as the relatively small genus Usbekodesmusohmande 1933, which is more
common in Catral Asiaand he Himalayas. As botthésegenera are very closetelated
and sympatriat leastin sauthern China, the diseery of intermediatespecies in tdture
might lead to theisynonymization (Geffroy & Golovatch 2004)

In cortrag, Pacidesmus Golovatch, 191 has hiherto remained oligtypic, with the
type speciesP. shelleyi Golovatch, 199, described from the nuatains of northern
Thailand (Gobvatch 1991). A seond possible congemne P. sinensis (Golovatch &
Hoffman, 1989), frm southernChina, habeen assigrtto Pacidesmusvith reservans.
The latter species was first described as Polydesmus hamatusoksa, 1960from a cave
near Lodjen (= Luodian, or Longping), Guizhou Province, China (L&R§8), but, being
a junior homonym ofPolydesmus hamatuBrandt, 1841, as well as d¥olydesmus
hamatus Verhodf, 1897, it was subsequently renaineand realbcated, first as
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