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Ampelisca mississippiana new species (Crustacea: Amphipoda: Gammaridea)
from the Mississippi Canyon (Northern Gulf of Mexico)
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Abstract

A new ampeliscid speciesphipoda, Gammaridea) was re@ed n high densities fom a depth of ahd 480 m athe
Mississippi Cangn (2832 N, 8 49' W). Ampeliscamississippianais desctied and illustrated baseon gecimens ol-
lected fromthe head of the canyon, where the speftisred an ampeliscithat with averagdensities of 12,000 ind. fn
Ampelisca missisgana resenbles A. pugetia Stimpson, 184, andA. mexicaa Barnard, 1954zaut differs in the shape
of the head, absencécarneal lensegglativelengtts of antennad and 2, shapef the segments @fereopods 7and shape
of thecarina of the urosome. Timew species also resemblasipelisca acinataChevreux, 187, but differs in te shape
of the heal, the dorshkcarina of pleon segmaet 4, features of some gments of peream 7, the seaw urgod and the
mouthpats.
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Introduction

The gemwis Ampeliscais one of he most inportant and most diverse b&t amphipods (Dauvinra Bellan
Santinj 1988) It comprises about B5specis (Kaim- Malka, 2000) They are commonly found on muddy
and sandy bottoms from subtidaio intermediate d#hs on contiental slopes (Barnayd9€0).

The Ampeliscidae fnm the northwesterAtlantic Ocearincludingthe Gulf of Mexicoand the Caribbean
Sea were xamined previously by Bamard (1954a), Mills (198, 1964, 1967h and 1971). Twenty-four
ampeliscid species were describedesdescribedrom differentdepths fromhis geographic aredhe taxon-
omy of the Atlantic ampeliscids is veryanfusing and far from satisfaary (Reid, 1%1). The systematics of
genus Ampeliscain general is bdly confused because of mangqgp illustrations and descriptbns (Banard,
19@0). Mary species ar&nown from small numbers ohanals, sometimes in poor state oforeservatn
(Kaim-Malka, 2000).

During sampling @ summer cruises in 2000 to@0 we bund lage numbers of unidtified ampeliscids
atthe head othe Mississippi Cangn, northern Gulf oMexico. This paper describeshéseamphipods as a
new speciesiVe compare it té\. pugeticaA. unchata and other simila speciesNotes m its ealogy arepro-
vided.

Materials and methods

Specimas weke obtainal from sedimehsamples collecttfrom the RV Gyre using a ® m? GOMEX or
Gray-O’Hara box ore (Boland ad Rowe 199). All samplesweretaken atthe head of the Cargn, desig-
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