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CLARK W. BEASLEY (1942–2012)

SANDRA J. MCINNES
British Antarctic Survey, Natural Environmental ResearchCouncil, Madingley Road, Cambridge, CB3 0ET¸UK.

Clark Wayne Beasley was born in Pittsburg, Kansas, USA on 6 June 1942. He graduated from Kansas State College of 
Pittsburg in 1964 and went on to successfully defend his PhD on the tardigrades of Oklahoma in 1968 at the University 
of Oklahoma. Clark moved to McMurray College in 1969 to become an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Biology, accepting the chair in 1973 as an Associate Professor, became a full Professor in 1977 and Distinguished 
Professor in 1999. He was awarded the McMurray College “Gordon and Lola Bennett Scholar Award” in 2009 in 
recognition of his continuing contributions to outstanding teaching, scholarship, and service to the university. Clark 
retired in 2010.

Clark had been a member of a variety of American Honour Societies, including TriBeta and Phi Sigma (both for 
Biological Sciences), Sigma Xi (a Scientific Research Society) and Omicron Delta Kappa (a national leadership society). 
He also joined professional organisations; Southwestern Association of Naturalists and American Microscopical Society. 
Clark was awarded the Boy Scouts of America District Award of Merit, Southern District, Chisholm Trail Council 
(December, 1980) for his work with this group. In a professional capacity Clark was a Consultant to Fairleigh Dickinson 
Laboratories, Inc., Abilene, TX, for a parasitology study for the City of Abilene, in January 1988.

FIGURE 1. Professor Clark Beasley at the XI International Symposium on Tardigrada held in Tübingen, Germany (2009). 
Photograph by Diane Nelson.


