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Mataeomera Butler, 1886, currently referred to the tribe Eublemmini in Boletobiinae (Holloway 2011), was proposed by 

Butler (1886) to accommodate an Australian species, Mataeomera dubia Butler. This genus was once regarded as a 

junior synonym of Autoba Walker by Poole (1989) but resurrected by Edwards (1996). Another related genus, 

Catoblemma Hampson, 1910 originally proposed for Catoblemma sumbavensis Hampson, 1910 from Lesser Sunda was 

revised to include the Australian and East and Southeast Asian species. Edwards (1996) found the Australian species of 

Catoblemma and Mataeomera dubia congeneric and established the synonymy of those two genera. Following Edwards 

(1996), Yoshimoto (1999) transferred the Asian species of Catoblemma to Mataeomera. Mataeomera currently includes 

21 species (Poole 1989; Edwards 1996; Holloway 2009). Following Holloway (2009), we note that Catoblemma appears 

to include several unrelated species and is probably polyphyletic. In fact, the Indo-Himalayan and East Asian species 

currently assigned to Mataeomera are distinct from the Australian congeners in external appearance and larval feeding 

habits (Sohn & Ronkay 2001; Holloway 2009). As such these may merit generic status but this possibility is still under 

study by the first author (JCS). 

Almost all species of Mataeomera have narrow distributions. In contrast, Mataeomera obliquisigna (Hampson, 

1894) was originally described from India and has been recorded from Japan in the Palearctic Region. It is actually the 

only species of Mataeomera which occurs in two different zoogeographic regions. Mataeomera obliquisigna was first 

reported from Japan by Wileman (1912). This identification has never been doubted but repeatedly cited in subsequent 

Japanese publications (Sugi 1959, 1982; Yamamoto 1965). Poole (1989) indicated that the illustrations of the species are 

available from Sugi (1982) and Yoshimoto (1999) illustrated the male and female genitalia of M. obliquisigna. But these 

were based on the Japanese specimens that the authors had assumed conspecific with M. obliquisigna. In fact, M. 

obliquisigna from India has never been illustrated and thus its identity remains unclear. The first author (JCS) examined 

the holotype and topotype of M. obliquisigna from the Natural History Museum, London and found these specimens are 

distinct from the Japanese specimens.

The aims of this paper are to describe the new species of Mataeomera from Japan, to correct the previous 

misidentifications of M. obliquisigna, and to illustrate the imago and the male genitalia of true M. obliquisigna for the 

first time. Pinned specimens were obtained from the following institutions: BMNH (Natural History Museum, formerly 

known as British Museum of Natural History, London, UK); CNU (Chungbug National University, Cheongju, South 

Korea); HNHM (Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, Hungary); and NMNS (National Museum of Nature 

and Science, Tsukuba, Japan). Specimens were dissected for genitalia, following Clarke (1941), except that chlorazol 

black was used for staining, and mounted on the micro-slides in euparal resin. Pinned specimens were examined under a 

Leica MZ APO stereo zoom microscope and slide-mounted specimens under a Leica LETTZ-DMRX compound 

microscope. Images were captured using the VDBK digital imaging systems, installed in the Department of Entomology, 

United Museum of Natural History and the authors’ digital cameras (Nikon D40 by JCS; Olympus E-510 by KE). 

Terminology follows Klots (1970) for genitalia and Heppner (1998) for other body parts.
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