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Abstract

Nelson Papavero is one of the major Brazilian zoologists. His contribution to the field began in the second half of the twen-

tieth century, when he started publishing in the areas of entomology, systematics, biogeography, and history of science, 

while working at graduate courses and training teachers and students. Papavero was one of the earliest Brazilian advocates 

of Hennig’s phylogenetic systematics. In his entomological work, his first widely recognised works were the Catalogue 

of South American Diptera and his essays on the history of Neotropical Dipterology. Papavero’s greatest contribution 

however, is in his Special Courses on Zoological Systematics, as well as his numerous administrative positions during his 

academic career. All these were fundamental to the development of zoology and comparative biology in Brazil and other 

Latin American countries. Here we present a biography of Nelson Papavero, along with several personal anecdotes, and 

his role in the development of Brazilian biological systematics over the last 50 years. 
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Introduction

Biological classification is the first approach to understanding the natural world, since everything in nature can be 
summarized and catalogued (Marques & Lamas 2006). It is widely known that taxonomy deals with identification, 
description and measurement of biological diversity, activities that pre-date Carolus Linnaeus and modern 
systematic work. In spite of the conceptual developments in systematic theory since Darwin (1859), Brazilian 

zoological research during the first half of the 20th century was almost entirely devoted to natural history and its 
relationship to different medical, social interests (Benchimol & Sá 2004).

In this paper, we present the conceptual changes that occurred in Brazilian zoological systematics as well as a 
biographical profile of Nelson Papavero, discussing his main contributions to Neotropical Zoology and Brazilian 
Comparative Biology research. 

Nelson Papavero is a zoologist, dipterist, systematist, biogeographer and historian of science. He introduced 
phylogenetic systematics to Brazil, and was one of the main promoters of Brazilian zoological research in the 

second half of the 20th century, supporting projects and guiding graduate students, many of whom became 
renowned zoologists with important academic positions in Brazil, such as Dalton S. Amorim, Eliana Cancello, 
Carlos E. Lamas, José Roberto Pujol-Luz, and José A. Rafael. Although currently retired, Papavero remains an 
active researcher in history of biology (e.g., Papavero et al. 2010; Papavero et al. 2011; Papavero & Teixeira 2011; 
Papavero & Santos 2012; Papavero 2013a), biogeography (Papavero et al. 2013) and dipterology (Coscarón & 
Papavero 2009a, 2009b; Papavero et al. 2010; Papavero & Couri, 2012a, 2012b, 2012c). He is a Doctor Honoris 

Causa at the Universidade Federal Rural do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and an Honorary Professor of the Universidad 
Nacional de Tucumán, Argentina. 
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