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Abstract 

A new genus of Delphacini is described from Argentina, Pyrophagus Remes Lenicov gen. n., with one new species, P. 

tigrinus Remes Lenicov & Varela sp. n. The new species, distributing over a wide cultivated area of Northwestern and 

Central Argentina and recently confirmed as a vector of MRCV (Rio Cuarto maize virus) in experimental conditions, is 

one of the most frequently found delphacid species on wheat, oat, maize, triticale, rye, barley and wild Gramineae. The 

main diagnostic features of the new genus and species are described and illustrated, and information on the host plants, 

geographical distribution and vector capacity of the new species is provided.
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Resumen

Un nuevo género y especie de Delphacini (Hemiptera: Fulgoroidea: Delphacidae) desde la Argentina Pyrophagus Remes 

Lenicov gen. n., con una nueva especie, P. tigrinus Remes Lenicov y Varela sp. n. se  describe desde la Argentina. El nuevo 

taxón, recientemente confirmado como vector del MRCV (virus del Mal de Río Cuarto del maíz) en condiciones experi-

mentales, es uno de los más frecuentemente capturados sobre trigo, avena, maíz, triticale, centeno, cebada y gramíneas 

silvestres en áreas cultivadas de noroeste y el centro de la Argentina. En esta contribución se describen e ilustran las prin-

cipales características diagnósticas del nuevo género y especie, y se adiciona información acerca de las plantas hos-

pedantes, distribución geográfica e importancia fitosanitaria en la Argentina.

Palabras Clave: Auchenorrhyncha, Fulgoroidea, distribución, plantas hospederas, vector MRCV, Argentina

Introduction

Extensive searches for the insect vectors of the “Mal de Rio Cuarto” virus (MRCV) have been conducted since 

1995 in the agricultural areas of Argentina because the MRCV is the most important and severe disease affecting 

the maize crops in Argentina (Lenardon, 1987). Among the collected planthopper specimens, one of the frequently 

found taxa in the northwestern and central cultivated areas is described here as a new genus and species of 

delphacid tribe Delphacini (Hemiptera: Fulgoroidea: Delphacidae). Recent experimental studies have 

demonstrated that this undescribed species can transmit the MRCV to triticale (X Triticosecale Wíttmack), a winter 

grain with high forage potential in central Argentina (Velazquez et al., 2006).

The family Delphacidae currently includes over 2000 described species in 268 genera worldwide (Bartlett, 

2009). To date, the known diversity of Delphacini in Argentina is 32 species in 15 genera. According to the most 

recent available classification, the genera are: Delphacodes (Fieber) (with about 6 species whose generic limits are 

being revised) (Fennah, 1955, Muir, 1926, Remes Lenicov & Tesón 1978, 1979), Caenodelphax Fennah (1sp.) 

(Velazquez et al., 2005), Calbodus Spinola (2 spp.) (Fennah, 1965), Chionomus Fennah (2 spp.) (Fennah, 

1971,Tesón & Remes Lenicov, 1983), Dicranotropis Fieber (2 spp.) (Remes Lenicov, 1996), Euides Fieber (1 sp.) 
Accepted by A.-P. Liang: 4 Aug. 2014; published: 12 Sept. 2014  177

mailto:amarino@fcnym.unlp.edu.ar


xii.1992, Remes Lenicov col.; 2♂♂, 2♀♀, Río Cuarto, on maize, xii.1992, Dagoberto col.; 1♀, Jesús María, on 

wheat,  x.1988, Truol col.; 2♂♂, Las Peñas, on maize, 2.xii.2002, Truol col. Buenos Aires: 3♂♂, 2♀♀, Peña, on 

wheat, iv.1944; 1♂, 1♀, José C. Paz, xii.1947, Martínez-Bezzi, col.; 2♂♂, 2♀♀, Bragado, on Sorghum, i.1980, 

Remes Lenicov col.; 3♂♂, 2♀♀, La Plata, on maize, xii.1987, Remes Lenicov col.; 2♂♂, 1♀, Castelar, on wheat, 

maize, grass, xii.1980, Dalbo col.; 1♂, 2♀♀, Gorina, on parsley, alfalfa and clover, xii.1981, Dagoberto col. 

BRAZIL: 1♂, Parana, on maize, xii.2006, Martins col.; 1♂, Goias, on maize, xii.2006, Martins de Oliveira col.
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