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Abstract

Ten species of the genus Aulacophora Chevrolat, 1836 are reported for Taiwan. Specimens of A. opacipennis Chûjô, 1962 

collected from Southeast Asia were misidentified by Kimoto (1989) and should be identified as A. apicipes Jacoby, 1896. 

Color photos of habitus and drawings of male and female genitalia from eleven species (including A. apicipes) are pre-

sented. The following synonymies are proposed: Aulacophora analis (Weber, 1801) = Galeruca quadraria Olivier, 1808 

(syn nov.); A. indica (Gmelin, 1790) = Rhaphidopalpa pubescens Allard, 1888 (syn. nov.); A. apicipes Jacoby, 1896 = A. 

nigripalpis Chen and Kung, 1959 (syn nov.). Lectotypes are designated for Crioceris abdominalis Fabricius, 1781, C. tes-

tacea Fabricius, 1787, Galleruca bicolor Weber, 1801, Galeruca quadraria Olivier, 1808, Aulacophora semiopaca Jaco-

by, 1886, A. frontalis Baly, 1888, A. lewisii Baly, 1886, A. intermedia Jacoby, 1892, A. semifusca Jacoby, 1892, A. dohrni 

Jacoby, 1899, A. almora Maulik, 1936, A. apicipes Jacoby, 1896, A. tenuicincta Jacoby, 1897, Rhaphidopalpa pubescens 

Allard, 1888, R. bengalensis Weise, 1892, R. ceramensis Weise, 1892, R. chinensis Weise, 1892, and Orthaulaca (Ceratia) 

cattigarensis Weise, 1892. A key to the Taiwanese species is provided.

Key words: taxonomy, new synonymy, lectotype designation, leaf beetles, Cucurbitaceae, Fabaceae
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Discussion

Although some species of Aulacophora display variable color patterns, the morphology of genitalia is constant and 
in most cases largely different between the species. However, taxonomic problems still exist among species with 
yellow elytra and pubescent humera in males, such as A. abdominalis, A. kotoensis and A. indica. The recent 
descriptions of A. fauveli Beenen, 2008 and A. sulaksonoi Mohamedsaid, 2009 support the view that among species 
with a wide distribution within the genus Aulacophora also species occur with very restricted ranges. Characters 
hitherto not used might help to reveal more species. Secondary sexually characters, for example, the presence or 
absence of paired tubercles on the males pronotum, as used in the present study, are suggested to be investigated in 
other species too. Male specimens of A. foveicollis (Lucas, 1849) from Somalia showed paired tubercles, while 
specimens for example from India do not, although the external morphology of the aedeagus is identical. Study of 
the internal sac might reveal that more species are involved. Examination of large collection and applying other 
characters seems necessary.
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