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Rodney Phillips Dales was born in Hornchurch, Essex on 15 January 1927. His father Sidney Phillips Dales 
was a Chartered Architect, his mother Muriel Emily (née Tattersall) kept the family home in the Squirrel’s 
Heath district, and frequently worked in her husband’s practice. Rodney and his brother Gordon (b. 1922) 
were raised in a strict Methodist family. They led a modest life, but one full of interest and diversion. Frequent 
trips to the seaside, and visits to buildings and artist friends of his father, helped shape Rodney’s interests and 
future career. He became fascinated by the diversity of the natural world and the wonderful architecture he 
encountered on his frequent bike rides into the Essex countryside.
 On completing his secondary education in Brentwood, Essex, at 17 (because there was nothing left to 
teach him), Rodney went to Queen Mary College, University of London, to study Zoology. He completed 
his undergraduate course and became a PhD student with Gordon E. Newell, a great teacher and enthusiastic 
supervisor. Queen Mary College maintained a small field facility at Whitstable on the north Kent coast, near 
Newell’s home (Evans 1997; Moore 2009), and his students frequently visited both. Newell’s son, Richard, 
remembers this and later visits by Rodney—“a great character who made numerous visits to our family home 
at Poplar Hall, just outside of Faversham in Kent” (R. Newell, pers. comm.). Indeed, Gordon acknowledged 
Rodney’s help in finding what appeared to be the Northeast American acorn worm Saccoglossus kowalevskii 
on Whitstable flats (Newell 1949). Gordon Newell died in 1968 (Anon 1968), however, prior to this, his son 
Richard (lecturer, University of London 1962–74) became station Director. The station closed in 1971/72 
when the lease from the old Royal Native Oyster Company was relinquished; it is now a seafood restaurant. 
The closure was mainly due to staff changes and a decreased interest in Marine Biology at Queen Mary (R. 
Newell, pers. comm.). In addition, the University of London had already (1970) formed a partnership with 
the University of Glasgow to run the far larger Millport Marine Station on the west coast of Scotland (Moore 
2009).
 At Queen Mary College Rodney became life-long friends with John E. Morton and Roy Freeman. 
Coincidently, Freeman later became a lecturer at the College and supervised Richard Newell when he was an 
undergraduate. Both John Morton and Roy Freeman subsequently took up academic posts in New Zealand 
as Professors of Zoology at the University of Auckland (1959) and University of Otago (1968) respectively. 
John Morton (1924–2011) would go on to become one of New Zealand’s greatest marine scientists (B. Morton 
2011; Gordon & Ballantine 2013).
 As befitted a long-time resident of the appropriately named Squirrel’s Heath, Rodney was an enthusiastic 
naturalist with many diverse fields of interest. His first published article, in Nature no less, was on the 

mailto:andy.mackie@museumwales.ac.uk
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2308-0595
mailto:rmike.kent@tiscali.co.uk
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2552-5327
mailto:drdixon1@btinternet.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1047-1709
mailto:rufuswellsnz@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4927-710X
mailto:lyndamwar@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0520-8367


OBITUARY RODNEY PHILLIPS DALES Zoosymposia 19 © 2020 Magnolia Press  ·  11

occurrence of the parasitic thorny-head worm Acanthocephalus ranae in the gut of a common frog used for 
laboratory dissection (Dales 1948). In the late 1940s and early 1950s he joined a number of societies and 
institutions, including The Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom, British Ecological Society, 
and Zoological Society of London. He published a paper on a simple trap for Craneflies (Dales 1953), was 
involved in UK Beetle Recording, and participated in a survey of the numbers of the Great Crested Grebe in 
Britain (Hollom 1951).

Postgraduate period

Rodney successfully presented his PhD thesis The biology of some littoral polychaetes in 1950. The United 
States Fulbright programme provided travel grants to UK citizens for the purposes of study, research or 
lecturing at American institutions of higher learning. Rodney received a grant to study at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, University of California at La Jolla. He set sail on the RMS Queen Elizabeth from Southampton 
(to New York) on 14 September 1950. Scripps would be his research home for almost a year. He carried out 
varied studies on the opheliid Thoracophelia mucronata, the sabellariid Phragmatopoma californica, as well as 
pelagic polychaetes and heteropod molluscs from US survey collections. Papers on these appeared, along with 
several from his PhD work, over the following 5 years or so. Furthermore, this visit created a long-standing 
affection for the west coast of America. He seized the opportunity of the adventure and travelled, often with 
his bike, to explore the mountains and deserts and the diverse marine wildlife of the west coast. He discovered 
music, wine and, being naturally sociable, he found friends everywhere. He camped with the Navaho in 1950, 
and visited many of modernist Richard Neutra’s houses, igniting further his fascination with architecture. 
Rodney would return several more times in the 1950s and early 1960s for research and lecturing (augmented 
by leisure) purposes at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and the Friday Harbor Laboratories, 
University of Washington. He returned to Southampton on the RMS Queen Mary on 11 September 1951. 
He could hardly imagine that 17 years later the Queen Mary would end her days in Long Beach, California, 
and become a tourist attraction, hotel and museum—far less that the ship would be the venue for the 13th 
International Polychaete Conference in 2019! 
 Rosalind Franklin returned to England from working in Paris in 1951. She had been awarded a Turner-
Newall Fellowship to work at King’s College London (Bernal 1958). Rodney briefly worked for her when 
she was employing X-Ray crystallography in research that was to contribute so much to the discovery of 
the structure and understanding of DNA. Just prior to this, in 1950, Sir John Cass College came into being 
when the Sir John Cass Technical Institute (since 1902) broadened its courses, upgrading some to University 
standard. Rodney secured a position there as Zoology Lecturer and ambitions were high.
 One of the papers Rodney published at this time was a collaboration with George Philip Wells on the 
irrigation of the burrows of Chaetopterus variopedatus and Nereis diversicolor (Wells & Dales 1951). Wells 
was the son of the science fiction author H.G. Wells, and an authority on Arenicolidae. Rodney contributed 
several reminiscences to a biographical memoir for Wells following his death in 1985 (Fogg 1986), including 
“I remember challenging him on some point of Arenicola biology and received, by return of post, a picture 
postcard of the armoury in the Tower—scribbled on the back was an invitation to talk over lunch at the Savile 
Club. This was typical.”
 In 1953, Rodney wrote to the brilliant J.B.S Haldane at the University of London requesting ‘old reprints 
relating to zoology’ (archive letters at https://wellcomelibrary.org). His address was given as ‘Zoology 
Museum at Sir John Cass College’. The renowned entomologist Laurence Mound (Funderburk & Hoddle 
2011) was studying Marine Biology at the college (1953–57) and believes the Zoology Museum was “a bit of 
an invention”, perhaps an aspiration, as he has “no memory of any substantial collections at Cass” (Mound, 
pers. comm.). Mound remembers Rodney as “a kind and mild mannered man who always had enough time” 
and that, when he left for Bedford College in the mid 1950s, “Zoology at Cass was much weaker without him”. 
Further insights into Rodney’s character were revealed when, in 1957, Mound asked him for a reference in 
support of his application for a Colonial Service postgraduate scholarship. Rodney “smiled at my enthusiasm 
for progressing into economic entomology and ‘doing something useful’ … in his usual down-beat way he 
smiled and said ‘I am glad that no one could ever say that my work [on polychaete pigments] is useful’ .“ 
One of the last papers he published while at Sir John Cass College was The evolution of the pelagic alciopid 
and phyllodocid polychaetes (Dales 1955). This was particularly significant since it was the first time he had 
examined phylogenetic relationships in a group of polychaetes.
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FIGURE 1. Rodney Dales. A, Arizona 1950s; B, relaxing at home, late 1940s or 1950s; C, with Javed Mustaquim at The 
Natural History Museum, London, 1999; D, on holiday 1995 (Photos: A, B & D, Clare Dales; C, Javed Mustaquim).

Bedford College

Professor Norman Millott was appointed as Head of Zoology at Bedford College, University of London, 
Regent’s Park, in 1955 and he brought in Rodney as Assistant Lecturer to expand the Department. Zoology was 
housed on the top floor of the Darwin Building. Within a year, Rodney was moved into the lectureship and two 
additional Assistant Lecturers were employed (Dales & Gilchrist 1987). The late 1950s and into the 1960s was 
a time of expansion, and additional appointments and internal structural changes were made. An increasing 
emphasis on invertebrate biology led to Marine Biology being offered as a special subject under Rodney. 
Field trips included visits to the Queen Mary Whitstable Laboratory and the University College of Wales at 
Swansea, where Wyn Knight-Jones was Professor of Zoology (Mackie et al. 2014). Rodney became a great 
friend of Wyn and his wife Phyllis (Mackie et al. 2011). At Bedford, Rodney continued publishing an ever-
wider range of papers, book chapters and articles, primarily concerning polychaetes; e.g., on pelagic species, 
feeding, anatomy, ultrastructure, commensalism, osmotic regulation, physiology, biochemistry, respiration, 
haemoglobin, pigments, lipids. His first contribution to New Scientist was entitled Ragworms and Caviar 
(Dales 1957). The brief biography associated with this ended with “His interests range from ballet to early 
music and include ‘cathedral-gazing.’ “
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 In January 1959 Rodney married Margaret Elizabeth Kidd, a teacher, in Plymouth. They made their home 
in Horsham, Sussex, and four years later bought a Grade II listed farmhouse. The house, believed built between 
1450 and 1485, was badly in need of renovation. Rodney set about this with a passion and almost single-
handedly transformed the house and garden into a characterful family home. Rodney and Margaret would go 
on to have five children together in a long and happy marriage. In June 1959, Rodney sailed to the USA to be a 
summer visiting lecturer at the NSF Institute in Marine Science at the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
On July 21 he gave an All-College talk On Living in Sand: Problems of Life on the Beach (Anon 1959). 
Margaret joined him in the USA for the last 3 weeks of the trip. The following June, Rodney flew to New 
York en route to Friday Harbor for a research visit that generated several papers on terebellids and sabellids. 
Margaret sailed to Montreal in late July and, two months later, they sailed back together from New York to 
Southampton. In future years they travelled extensively together and with the family. Rodney always had a 
sketchbook by his side and often snuck off on family holidays to create wonderful pen and ink and watercolour 
drawings of the port at Guilvinec in Brittany, the peaks of the Alps, or the flora of the Gower Peninsula in South 
Wales.
 “If the Fifties were in black and white, then the Sixties were in Technicolor” (Watson 2016). It was a 
decade of rapid change for all aspects of society. Rodney and Margaret’s respective interests in ballet and 
opera meant they attended many productions at the Royal Opera House and other venues. At the same time the 
1960s marked a great increase in both Rodney’s workload at Bedford College and in his publication output. 
Additional staff were appointed throughout the decade as the College broadened its scope, and a better balance 
between invertebrate and vertebrate teaching and research was achieved. Rodney was awarded a personal 
Readership in 1965–66 (Dales & Gilchrist 1987). He published extensively and reviewed several important 
books, including Laverack’s Earthworm Physiology in 1963 and Day’s two volume A Monograph on the 
Polychaeta of Southern Africa in 1968.
 In 1962 he published The polychaete stomodeum and the inter-relationships of the families of Polychaeta—
an important work for many polychaete researchers. Criticised by some (e.g., Orrhage 1973) this publication 
had a significant influence on those who would go on to develop their own ideas on polychaete phylogeny 
(e.g., see Fauchald & Rouse 1997; Rouse & Fauchald 1997). Fifteen years later, Rodney addressed some of the 
earlier criticisms in his The polychaete stomodeum and phylogeny contribution to the Olga Hartman memorial 
volume (Dales 1977). The second important work he produced in the early 1960s was his book, Annelids (Dales 
1963). Much of this was written on the train on his way to work (Chris Mettam, pers. comm.) and it became 
a go-to reference book for any student wanting to learn about the group. Again, there were some critics. In 
two reviews, Tebble (1963, 1964) believed the book too polychaete orientated, too physiologically based, and 
he even doubted the necessity of including a phylogenetic chapter! Wells (1964) thought it would “provide 
valuable stimuli for the student who wants something to think about”, but lamented a number of factual errors. 
However, reviews by Brookhout (1964) and Moment (1964) were overwhelmingly positive. Annelids was a 
great success with students, and a second edition appeared in 1967 (reprinted 1970). Barnes (1969) described 
the book succinctly as “A general biology of the annelids, with special emphasis on the polychaetes.”
 Rodney illustrated many of his research papers with his own beautiful line drawings, which he also used in 
his lectures. He approached most things in life with humour. He had a particular slide for use in undergraduate 
lectures of a worm with two heads (it gets confused), a worm with two tails (it gets bored), and a worm with 
both parts (just to see if you are awake at the back!). He was modest and never one to imply that a specific 
understanding was beyond the scope of anyone who was interested. Studying marine worms whilst based 
in London necessitated frequent trips to the Marine Biological Association in Plymouth in order to collect 
specimens. Equipped with Wellington boots, garden forks and collecting boxes, Rodney and his students 
gathered such wonders as the bright red Terebella lapidaria and his favourite worm, Neoamphitrite figulus.
 The Larouse Encyclopedia of Animal Life (1967) was an ambitious reworking of Bertin’s La Vie des 
Animaux (1949) involving a number of British authors. Rodney contributed chapters on sipunculans, echiurans 
and annelids to this impressive one-stop reference volume aimed at a public audience. Reviews by Oppenheimer 
(1967) and Gray (1967) were favourable, with the latter describing it as “unquestionably the best single-
volume encyclopedia of zoology currently available.” He nevertheless had a few quibbles, and commented 
on the imbalance between the larger page representations for invertebrates, and birds and mammals, when 
compared to those for fish, amphibians and reptiles.
 At this time, Rodney was General Editor for Sidgwick & Jackson’s Biology Series which produced a 
number of important and influential works. Green’s The Biology of Estuarine Animals (1968) and Robert 
McNeill Alexander’s Animal Mechanics (1968) were followed by Dales’s own Practical Invertebrate Zoology 
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(1969) and a translation of Friedrich’s Marine Biology (1969), already a standard work in the original German 
(Meeresbiologie 1965).
 Alexander (1989) recalled how Rodney wrote to him in 1966, inviting him to write a book on “the 
mechanics of animal structures”. He accepted, had a contract within two weeks, and Animal Mechanics was 
published two years later. It was very well received and quickly regarded a classic work. Blackwell Scientific 
published a second edition in 1983. Rodney acted as both editor and contributing author in producing Practical 
Invertebrate Zoology (Cox et al. 1969). This useful book was firmly aimed at students and teachers, and was 
designed as a companion to, rather than a replacement for, works such as Barnes’ Invertebrate Zoology (1968, 
and subsequent editions). It was an impressive and valuable practical manual, full of useful information on 
appropriate methods (narcotisation, fixation, staining, slide preparation, dissection, experimentation, anatomy 
and live maintenance). It presented an outline classification and was predominately illustrated with original 
line drawings made by the authors. Rodney contributed chapters on Coelenterates, Ctenophores, Annelids, 
Echiuroids, Sipunculids, Lophophorates and Insects, and a section on Endoprocts. Reviews by Trueman (1969) 
and Dustman (1970) were positive, but Harman (1971) was more critical. A second edition was published in 
1981. Rodney was external examiner for the PhD theses Aspects of polychaete skeletomuscular systems by 
Chris Mettam (1969) and Reproductive biology of the polychaete Melinna cristata off the Northumberland 
coast by Pat Hutchings (1970).
 As the Sixties came to a close much had changed and the Seventies promised even more. Society 
had become more confident, vibrant and, to a large extent, more informal. Rodney was now known to his 
colleagues, peers and students by his nickname ‘Dos’, rather than Rodney. While it would have been known 
to close friends and family, ‘Dos’ was certainly not current in Fifties academia. Mound (pers. comm.) recalls 
“students were very polite to lecturers such as Dr Dales in the 1950s. Socially we had more in common with the 
1930s than the 1970s.” Many of his students in the late 1960s and 1970s thought the nickname was acquired 
at school, perhaps from Greek classes, or from his answer at roll-call. However, Lynda Warren recalls asking 
him directly, “Number two son” was his reply.

Head of Department

Professor Millott resigned from Bedford in 1969 and became the first Director of the University Marine 
Biological Station Millport (Dales & Gilchrist 1987). He enjoyed some happy years there before his retirement 
in 1976 (Moore 2009). Following Millott’s resignation, Rodney was appointed Acting Head of Department, 
becoming Chair in 1971. He moved into the corner room of his two predecessors overlooking Queen Mary’s 
Rose Garden; “perhaps the best view of any on the whole site” (Dales & Gilchrist 1987). 
 Rodney delivered his Inaugural Lecture In Praise of Zoology in June 1973. The Lecture was wide-ranging, 
but he was firm in his beliefs that science was an intellectual pursuit, that the role of Universities (and other 
institutions) was “to further knowledge by fundamental research, and to teach those who wish to know,” and 
that “a society presuming to be civilised should have a real regard for scholarship.” Further, scientific research 
couldn’t be directed toward a defined goal—rather, discoveries came from basic science and the pursuit of 
truth. He recognised the distinction between pure and applied science, while acknowledging the two-way 
interaction between them. Hence, he decried the call of science to justify itself and the influence of ‘cost 
effective’—conscious bureaucrats. 
 The centrepiece of the lecture was a stunning example of research in support of all the above, and of his 
lateral thinking. The starting point was a simple question; why were some individuals of the intertidal terebellid 
Neoamphitrite figulus orange, and others brown? Rodney first demonstrated that the biosynthetic pathway to 
haemoglobin synthesis in the polychaete was irregular, and that the brown pigment produced both accumulated 
with age and provided protection from sunlight. However, he also realised that the situation in Neoamphitrite 
was a form of Porphyria similar to one of the disorders found in man. This realisation revealed the biosynthetic 
pathway connection with the hereditary Porphyria disease believed to have afflicted King George III (1738–
1820) and traceable back to Mary Queen of Scots (1542–1587)! In 1991, the playwright Alan Bennett wrote a 
play The Madness of George III, later (1994) made into a film, The Madness of King George.
 The lecture concluded with his visions on how recent developments of microtechniques could lend new 
dimensions to our knowledge of all aspects of even the smallest invertebrates. The growing impact of human 
activities on environments would surely be minimised or avoided by increasing our understanding of the lives 
and requirements of the animals that reside therein.
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 The Zoology Department was now at its maximum complement of 8 members of staff. The Tuke-Darwin 
infill was built and the Department gained extra laboratory and technical space on the top floor. Additional 
areas in the basement provided a large research laboratory for up to 15 postgraduate students in the Seventies, 
as well an animal house and an aquarium (Dales & Gilchrist 1987). Notable PhD students studying annelids 
were Rufus Wells (1974: polychaete respiratory physiology), Lynda Warren (1975: biology of Capitella) and 
David Dixon (1977: energetics of Mercierella enigmatica). In many ways, the early to mid 1970s period 
was the best of times. Rodney created a ‘family atmosphere’ in the Department where lecturers, technicians, 
research assistants and PhD students were all valued. For a number of years Rodney invited them all to a 
summer barbecue at his home.
 Rodney was very hands-off as a supervisor and gave his students a lot of latitude to get on with their studies. 
Nevertheless, he would always give them encouragement and often carried out great acts of kindness to help them 
for their future careers. Mike Kent, a former Bedford undergraduate (1969–73), recalls how Rodney kept faith 
in him after he failed to get his desired PhD qualifying grades and helped him get a place on the Marine Biology 
MSc course at the Menai Bridge Marine Laboratory, Bangor University, in northwest Wales. Following this, 
Mike obtained a Research Assistantship at Plymouth Polytechnic and registered as a PhD student investigating 
the infestation of mollusc shells by Polydora; Rodney kindly agreed to be his required external supervisor 
(Kent 1977). Mike entered the teaching profession, first at Torpoint School, then at St Austell and Cornwall 
College where he helped establish the Centre for Applied Zoology. He wrote several science textbooks including 
Advanced Biology (2000) and his latest, The Marine Environment and Biodiversity, is nearing completion. In 
2018, Mike was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology for work in education.
 Rufus Wells, after graduating, was surprised to learn that Rodney had found him a job as a clinical 
biochemist at University College Hospital Medical School to work on oxygen transport during early 
embryonic development! Thinking of an embryo as a “worm in the womb” led to new discoveries about pre-
placental respiration in mammalian development. Rodney later supported his application for a lectureship 
back at Auckland University where he spent most of his career, becoming Professor of Biological Sciences 
and following in the footsteps of his Honours supervisor John E. Morton. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of New Zealand. Lynda Warren was both a student and three-times Postdoctoral Researcher with Rodney. He 
somehow persuaded the grant awarding body of one of the postdoc positions to recognise her as Principal 
Investigator. Lynda subsequently obtained a Batchelor of Laws degree (University of London) in 1986 and an 
MSc in Marine Law and Policy (Cardiff University) in 1989, becoming a Senior Lecturer at Cardiff University 
(1989–1996). She is Emeritus Professor of Environmental Law at Aberystwyth University, Honorary Professor 
at Bangor and Birmingham Universities, Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales and, in 2017, was awarded an 
OBE for services to the environment at home and abroad.
 Throughout his career Rodney was well-connected with researchers in other institutions, and his students 
would meet and be introduced to many famous Marine Biologists. This is how David Dixon first met Alan 
and Eve Southward at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Plymouth and, after completing his PhD, was then 
invited to work with Alan on the uptake of dissolved amino acids by pogonophorans. After a short period, he 
and his wife Linda (née Caskie)—who had been Rodney’s research assistant working on polychaete blood 
cells—moved to Plymouth on a permanent basis. David joined the NERC Institute for Marine Environmental 
Research (now Plymouth Marine Laboratory) working on a range of invertebrate species in a research group 
“devoted to all things” Mytilus edulis. In 1997, David moved to Southampton Oceanography Centre (now 
the National Oceanographic Centre) as Head of Molecular Genetics. While leading an EU-funded research 
programme (VENTOX), he and Linda helped pioneer the use of retrievable cages in deep-sea hydrothermal 
vent research which led to the discovery of seasonal reproduction in the Atlantic vent mussel Bathymodiolus 
azoricus (Dixon et al. 2006). Now retired, David and Linda maintain their links with the Marine Biological 
Laboratory in Plymouth.
 Rodney’s publications continued to flow throughout the 1970s on a range of subjects, including annelid 
physiology, anatomy, respiration and respiratory pigments, graft rejection, bioluminescence, anti-bacterial 
defence mechanisms and Eastern Pacific Spirorbidae. He produced A synopsis of the pelagic Polychaeta 
(Dales & Peter 1972) and revisited The polychaete stomodeum and phylogeny (Dales 1977). He was a prolific 
reviewer of books for Nature.
 Despite all this success, darker days loomed for Bedford College. Declining resources made it clear that 
the smaller London colleges were under threat. It was proposed that Bedford and Royal Holloway Colleges 
should merge (Dales & Gilchrist 1987); Rodney diplomatically kept his views from print. His predecessor 
Norman Millott was known to be very hostile to any such merger (Moore 2009).
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Bedford-Royal Holloway merger

The early 1980s was a difficult and stressful time for all at Bedford College. The merger began in 1982, and 
for two years Bedford staff had to teach at both the Regent’s Park site and Royal Holloway College at Egham, 
Surrey, 19 miles west of Central London. Much of 1983–84 was taken up by organising the dismantling of the 
Bedford laboratories and their transfer to Egham (Dales & Gilchrist 1987). The ‘Royal Holloway and Bedford 
New College’ was officially established in 1985 and inaugurated by Queen Elizabeth II the following year. This 
remains the official registered name, however, the College Council changed it in 1992 to ‘Royal Holloway, 
University of London’ for day-to-day use. A School of Life Sciences was created in 1987 and comprised two 
Departments—Biology and Biochemistry. Rodney became Head of Biology, an amalgamation of the Botany 
and Zoology departments of both colleges.
 Academic life continued despite the disruption and Rodney continued to produce papers and book 
chapters on a variety of annelid subjects (1980–85), including invertebrate immunology (Dales & Dixon 
1980, 1981; Dales 1983). His PhD student Javed Mustaquim completed his thesis on Polydora ciliata 
(Mustaquim 1982). That same year he published a book on The Older Houses of Warnham (Dales 1982), 
which he described as “only an introduction” to the timber-framed buildings there. Publications decreased 
markedly after the formation of the new college and his last ‘annelidan’ PhD student submitted her thesis 
on agglutinins in the oligochaete Eisenia foetida (Bennett 1989). Nevertheless, British Phyllodocoideans, 
Typhloscolecoideans and Tomopteroideans with co-author Fredrik Pleijel (1991) was a major achievement. 
The book in the renowned Synopses of the British Fauna series was a collaboration almost completely 
written apart. Pleijel (pers. comm.) recalls “I actually met Rodney only once. It had been agreed that we two 
should co-author the volume … covering holopelagic polychaetes and benthic phyllodocids. Rodney had 
the former section and I had the latter. We met to go through the text and once this was done we went for a 
collecting trip at low tide. I cannot remember which beach it was, but I was impressed: he was a very gentle 
and knowledgeable man and belonging to a disappearing generation with a wide knowledge in all fields of 
marine biology.”

Species honours

Two species were named for Rodney, the maldanid polychaete Clymenella dalesi Magnum, 1966 from Brazil, 
and Sabellacheres dalesi Green, 1961, a copepod parasite of the sabellid Eudistylia polymorpha from California, 
USA. The second was transferred to the genus Gastrodelphys as Gastrodelphys dalesi by Dudley (1964).

Retirement

Rodney retired in 1992 after a long and highly influential career as a marine zoologist, specialising predominately 
in the study of marine annelids. Following retirement, he contacted Chris Mettam (Cardiff University) looking 
for a suitable home for his reprint collection. Chris kindly passed the enquiry to the lead author and it was 
subsequently agreed that the National Museum Wales would purchase them. The extensive Dales reprint 
collection instantly became the core literature resource for annelid research at the Museum and is in constant 
use to the present day.
 Once retired, Rodney and Margaret travelled extensively, and he pursued all his interests with typical 
energy and undiminished curiosity. He obtained a Degree in Fine Art Printmaking, followed by Printmaking at 
The Slade School of Fine Art, where he was a top student, producing fabulous work. His long-standing passions 
for gardening, particularly Geraniums, and architecture continued unabated. At one time it was believed that he 
essentially had the national collection of Geraniums in his garden. He contributed to Geraniaceae Group News 
(e.g., Dales 2007, Dales & Clifton 2007) and supplied certain interesting plants to experts such as Peter Yeo, 
author of Hardy Geraniums (Yeo 2005: 185).
 He retained his interest in science, answering a question in New Scientist on the nature of the pink colour 
of flamingos (Dales 2003) and, in a hand-written letter to the editor (Dales 2012) of JMBA Global Marine 
Environment (the forerunner of The Marine Biologist magazine) wrote “Dear Dr Pulsford, I would like to 
congratulate you on the truly ‘global’ Global—all the articles interesting & informative! I became a life 
member of the MBA around 1948 & still greatly look forward to the newsletters & Journal. I wish I could 
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start again! With kind regards, Sincerely, Rodney Dales”. For an investment of 20 guineas that was a bargain 
membership!
 He continued to write. Rodney’s last published work (Dales 2018) The Buildings of Warnham: A history 
of a parish in the Weald of West Sussex was a true labour of love and an astonishingly detailed reference book. 
The book was dedicated “In memory of my father S. Phillips Dales FRIBA 1883–1971 to whom I owe so 
much”. He was writing up until three weeks of his death—a philosophy book, and a series of short stories for 
his granddaughter. Rodney passed away from natural causes after a short illness on 14 February 2020. He is 
survived by his wife Margaret and three of their five children, and by two granddaughters and three grandsons. 
Two sons predeceased him.

Tributes

Bridget Baker, who studied Zoology at Bedford College with Margaret, writes “I first knew him when I was 
a student at Bedford College. I remember most vividly his lectures on insects which were really excellent. He 
would describe some feature or function and then say ‘of course you could already have known that because 
…’ and show how one could deduce facts about an animal from isolated observations. As an undergraduate, I 
found that inspirational.”
 Rodney was well-known to many of the current generation of polychaete researchers, though unfortunately 
few had met him. As with Fred Pleijel, the lead author only met him once—when collecting his reprints for the 
National Museum Wales. A most enjoyable lunch was had together, and it was an honour to meet him and chat 
about polychaetes.
 Greg Rouse (Scripps Institution of Oceanography) writes “I regret that I never had a chance to meet 
Rodney Dales. His work was wide-ranging and consistently excellent. I have found throughout my career that 
any paper of his I saw referenced would be worth retrieving. His paper The polychaete stomodeum and the 
interrelationships of the families of the Polychaeta is still essential reading for anyone interested in annelid 
phylogeny and his 1963 volume Annelids is still a handy resource of the knowledge on annelid anatomy and 
physiology up until that time.”
 Kirk Fitzhugh (Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County) was similarly influenced: “In the early to 
mid ‘80s my interest shifted from benthic ecology to systematics. Especially due to lengthy discussions with 
Kristian [Fauchald], and learning about ‘cladistics’ at the start of my PhD (at George Washington University), I 
had a growing interest in polychaete phylogenetic relationships. Naturally, Dales’ work on polychaete evolution 
was required reading. His thinking, along with that of Kristian, Meredith Jones, Chris Mettam, among others, 
provided me foundations for developing my own ideas. We all stand on the shoulders of giants.”
 Günter Purschke (Universität Osnabrück) writes “I know him from the literature and his numerous 
contributions to polychaetes. My references to him stop in the late 80s with his papers on the function and 
structure of the heart body in various annelids. First of all I think his daughter is right that his small book on 
annelids is still a good introduction to this group and a very good summary of what was known at that time 
point. However, it suffers from a too small number of illustrations I think. I had a copy of this book from the 
beginning of my own work with these creatures but recently I got the opportunity to buy an original from a 
second-hand bookshop. Although having been criticized by many others his paper on the polychaete stomodeum 
(Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond 139, 1962) is another valuable contribution to the relationships of polychaetes. At that 
time it gave a new and different look on polychaete relationships and some ideas written in this paper were 
important to stimulate colleagues for further investigations and discussions. The third aspect I correlate with 
him are his various and valuable contributions to the vascular and respiratory system and heart body.”
 The last word should rightfully go to Javed Mustaquim, one of his later PhD students and now former Director 
and Professor of the Centre of Excellence in Marine Biology, University of Karachi, Pakistan. “Professor R.P. 
Dales was my PhD supervisor for four years, from May 1978 to May 1982. It was a great pleasure to work with 
him. He was a smart, well-organized and self-disciplined person. He did not think of teaching and research as a 
job, the passion and immense love he had for his profession remained unmatched. Besides being a great teacher 
and researcher, he was a humble man, a kind soul, who helped people in a way that would not make them feel 
any less equal than others. He was unique in his ability to manage crises with cool-headedness and presence 
of mind. He had immense respect for his colleagues and students. He used to treat everyone around him as a 
friend, as a family member. He was not just my research supervisor, but a friend and a mentor who instilled his 
expertise, abilities and confidence into me. I am deeply saddened by his passing.”
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