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The dung beetle Oniticellus (Liatongus) boucomonti Balthasar, 1932 was described according to an unknown number of 
specimens labelled “Giufu-Shan, Szechuan” [= Jinfo Shan, ca. 29°04′N, 107°18′E, Chongqing province, China]. 
Balthasar evidently did not dissect these specimens and simply assumed that specimens with a small horn on vertex were 
males and specimens without such horn but with two elevated transversal carinae on head were the females of the same 
species (Balthasar 1932, 1935). 

Later, Janssens (1953) claimed that the type series of O. (L.) boucomonti was a mixture of two species. Specimens 
considered males by Balthasar were actually identical to the female of Liatongus denticornis (Fairmaire, 1887), and 
those sexed as females were identical to the female of L. bucerus (Fairmaire, 1891). Balthasar himself (1963) fully 
accepted Janssens’s (1953) conclusions and listed L. boucomonti as a junior subjective synonym of both L. denticornis as 
well as L. bucerus. Since no lectotype has been designated, Bezděk & Krell (2006) considered L. boucomonti as a nomen 
dubium.

During preparation of the catalogue of primary types of Scarabaeoidea deposited in the collection of the National 
Museum (Natural History) in Prague, Czech Republic (Bezděk & Hájek 2012), two syntypes of Oniticellus (Liatongus) 
boucomonti were found in the Balthasar’s collection, both accompanied with identification label written by Balthasar 
himself. Both these specimens are females and are identical without doubts with Liatongus denticornis. In the 
Balthasar’s collection, there is also one more Liatongus Reitter, 1892 specimen collected in the same locality. It is also a 
female and belongs without any doubt to L. bucerus, but its type status remains uncertain since this specimen lacks 
Balthasar identification label. 

It is a fundamental principle of nomenclature that the same name must not occur for different taxa. The 
nomenclatural code (ICZN 1999, Art. 74) allows for the fixing one specimen of a syntypes series as the lectotype when 
no holotype was selected by the original author. This specimen will thus become the unique bearer of the name, while the 
other syntypes will become paralectotypes—to enhance stability of nomenclature. This rule should be surely applied to 
the present case in which a type series is composed by specimens belonging to different taxa and the holotype was not 
established by Balthasar. 

The purpose of this paper is to clarify taxonomic status of Oniticellus (Liatongus) boucomonti by designation of its 
lectotype. 

The following codes identify the collections housing the material examined (curator’s names are in parentheses): 

MNHN Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France (Antoine Mantilleri); 
NMPC  National Museum, Praha, Czech Republic (Jiří Hájek). 

Our remarks about the specimen labels are placed within brackets: [p]—preceding data are printed, [hw]—preceding 
data are handwritten. Separate labels are indicated by a double slash “//” and lines within each label are separated by a 
slash “/”.
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FIGURES 1–4. Syntype of Oniticellus denticornis Fairmaire, 1887: 1—habitus, dorsal view; 2—habitus, frontolateral view; 3—

aedeagus, lateral view; 4—labels. Not to scale.

Summary of nomenclatural changes:

Liatongus denticornis (Fairmaire, 1887)

Oniticellus denticornis Fairmaire, 1887: 102.
Liatongus denticornis: Reitter, 1892: 168. 
Oniticellus (Liatongus) boucomonti Balthasar, 1932: 68; junior subjective synonym.
Liatongus boucomonti: Balthasar, 1935: 107.

Type material examined. Oniticellus denticornis. Syntype, ♂ (MNHN, Figs 1–4): “Oniticellus / denticornis / Fairm. / 
Yunnan [hw] // MUSÉUM PARIS / 1906 / Coll. Léon FAIRMAIRE [p] // TYPE [p, red label] // SYNTYPE [p, red label] 
// SYNTYPE / Liatongus / denticornis (Fairmaire) [p] // MNHN / EC4416 [p]”. 

Oniticellus (Liatongus) boucomonti. Lectotype (present designation), ♀ (NMPC, Figs 5–7): “Giufu-Shan / Szechuan 
/ Em. Reitter [p] // Det. Dr. Balthasar [p] / O. Boucomonti m. [hw] // Oniticellus (Liatongus) / boucomonti Balthasar, 
1932 / LECTOTYPUS, ♀ / des. A. Bezděk, 2014 [p, red label]”; paralectotype, ♀ (NMPC): “Giufu-Shan / Szechuan / 
Em. Reitter [p] // Det. Dr. Balthasar [p] / O. Boucomonti m. [hw] // Oniticellus (Liatongus) / boucomonti Balthasar, 1932 
/ PARALECTOTYPUS, ♀ / des. A. Bezděk, 2014 [p, red label]”. 
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FIGURES 5–7. Lectotype of Oniticellus (Liatongus) boucomonti Balthasar, 1932: 5—habitus, dorsal view; 6—habitus, frontolateral 

view; 7—labels. Not to scale.

References cited

Balthasar, V. (1932) Dva nové druhy tribu Oniticellini ze Sečuanu. (Zwei neue Arten der Oniticellini aus Szétschwan). 
Časopis Československé Společnosti Entomologické, 29, 64–69. [in Czech and German]

Balthasar, V. (1935) Scarabaeidae des paläarktischen Faunengebietes. Monographische Bestimmungstabelle. I. 
Coprinae I. Teil. Scarabaeini, Sisyphini, Panelini, Coprini, Onitini, Oniticellini. Edm. Reitter’s Nachf. Emmerich 
Reitter, Troppau, 110 pp.

Balthasar, V. (1963) Monographie der Scarabaeidae und Aphodiidae der palaearktischen und orientalischen Region. 
Band 2. Coprinae (Onitini, Oniticellini, Onthophagini). Verlag der Tschechoslowakischen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften, Prag, 627 pp. + 16 plates.

Bezděk, A. & Hájek, J. (2012) Catalogue of type specimens of beetles (Coleoptera) deposited in the National Museum, 
Prague, Czech Republic. Scarabaeidae: Scarabaeinae: Coprini, Eurysternini, Gymnopleurini and Oniticellini. Acta 
Entomologica Musei Nationalis Pragae, 52, 297–334.

Bezděk, A. & Krell, F.-T. (2006) Oniticellini. In: Löbl, I. & Smetana, A. (Eds.), Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera. 
Vol. 3. Scarabaeoidea – Scirtoidea –Dascilloidea – Buprestoidea – Byrrhoidea. Apollo Books, Stenstrup, pp. 156–
158.

Fairmaire, L. (1887) Coléoptères de l’intérieur de la Chine. Annales de la Société Entomologique de Belgique, 31, 87–
136.

ICZN (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 4th Edition. International Trust for Zoological 
Nomenclature, London, 306 pp.

Janssens, A. (1953) Oniticellini (Coleoptera Lamellicornia). Exploration du Parc National de l’Upemba, Mission G. F. 
de Witte, 11, 3–118.

Reitter, E. (1892) Bestimmungs-Tabellen der Lucaniden und coprophagen Lamellicornen des palaearctischen 
Faunengebietes. Edmund Reitter, Brünn, 230 pp.
 Zootaxa 3974 (1)  © 2015 Magnolia Press  ·  147TAXONOMIC STATUS OF ONITICELLUS BOUCOMONTI


	Acknowledgements
	References cited


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


