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VERNER MICHELSEN (2023) A correction to “A reassessment of the Andean 
genus Myopella Malloch (Diptera: Anthomyiidae)”. Zootaxa, 5336 (3): 413–423.

After publication of my paper on a genus of Andean Anthomyiidae (Michelsen 2023) it was brought to my attention 
my reinstatement of the generic name Myopella Malloch was a mistake. 

Michelsen (2010) noted that Myopella Malloch, 1934 was preoccupied by Myopella Robineau-Desvoidy, 1853 
and proposed Myopinella as a new replacement name for Myopella Malloch. 

In Michelsen (2023) I pointed out that the name Myopella Robineau-Desvoidy appeared on the Official Index 
of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology (ICZN, 1997: 133 [Opinion 1870]). Based on the erroneous 
assumption that “rejected” meant unconditionally suppressed, i.e. unavailable for the purpose of homonomy, I 
suggested a reinstatement of the name Myopella Malloch with Myopinella Michelsen as a junior synonym. This is 
not the case, as a name entered in the Official Index has the status attributed to it in the relevant ruling. Myopella 
Malloch therefore continues being an invalid junior homonym of Myopella Robineau-Desvoidy, and Myopinella 
Michelsen, 2010 remains valid as a new replacement name.

I would like to thank Jean-Sébastien Girard (IRMG) for informing me of this error. Further details on this 
nomenclatural matter were kindly provided by the ICZN commissioners Patrice Bouchard and Thomas Pape.

References

ICZN (1997) Opinion 1870. Sicus Scopoli, 1763 and Myopa Fabricius, 1775 (Insecta, Diptera): conserved by the designation 
of Conops ferrugineus Linnaeus, 1761 and C. buccatus Linnaeus, 1758 as the respective type species ; and Coenomyia 
Latreille, 1776 placed on the Official List. Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature, 54, 133–135.

Malloch, J.R. (1934) Muscidae. In: Diptera of Patagonia and South Chile. Vol. 7. Fasc. 2. British Museum of Natural History, 
London, pp. 171–346. 

Michelsen, V. (2010) 106. Anthomyiidae (anthomyiid flies). In: Manual of Central American Diptera. Vol. 2. NRC Research 
Press, Ottawa, pp. 1271–1276.

Michelsen, V. (2023) A reassessment of the Andean genus Myopella Malloch (Diptera: Anthomyiidae). Zootaxa, 5336 (3), 
413–423.

 https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5336.3.7
Robineau-Desvoidy, A.J.B. (1853) Diptères des environs de Paris. Famille des myopaires. Bulletin de la Socíeté des Sciences 

Historiques et Naturelles de l’Yonne, 7, 83–160.


