
ZOOTAXA 
ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)

Accepted by D.N. Proud: 13 Dec. 2024; published: 3 Jan. 2025 7

Zootaxa 5563 (1): 007–041
https://www.mapress.com/zt/

Copyright © 2025 Magnolia Press
Editorial

https://doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.5563.1.4
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:BAD9B6B4-30F8-40F0-9252-2DEC8DDC197F

Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-N.C. 4.0 International https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

A Cuban Naturalist§

ABEL PÉREZ-GONZÁLEZ1, AYLÍN ALEGRE BARROSO2, NAYLA GARCÍA3, RENÉ BARBA DÍAZ4, 
GIRALDO ALAYÓN GARCÍA5, DAVID ORTIZ6, ARTURO ÁVILA7 & ELIER FONSECA8

1División Aracnología, Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales “Bernardino Rivadavia” / CONICET, Av. Ángel Gallardo 470, 
C1405DJR Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
 �abelaracno@gmail.com; https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4245-3302
2Museum of Comparative Zoology, Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA.
 �aylinalegre@gmail.com; https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6344-291X
3Instituto de Ecología y Sistemática, La Habana, Cuba. 
 �nayla@ecologia.cu; https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3979-8086
4Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA
 �renebarbadiaz@gmail.com; https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0355-8571
5Fundación Ariguanabo, San Antonio de los Baños, Artemisa province, Cuba.
 �giraldoalayon0@gmail.com; https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9962-3993
6Department of Evolutionary Biology, Ecology and Environmental Sciences & Biodiversity Research Institute (IRBio), University of 
Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain.
 �davidomartinez@yahoo.es; https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7904-6463
7London, United Kingdom.
 �afacalvo@yahoo.es; https://orcid.org/0009-0000-2879-4760
8Concepción, Chile.
 �elierfonseca75@gmail.com; https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1861-1152
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“Los hombres no pueden ser más perfectos que el sol. El sol quema con la misma luz que 
calienta. El sol tiene manchas. Los desagradecidos no hablan más que de las manchas. Los 
agradecidos hablan de la luz [Men cannot be more perfect than the sun. The sun burns with 
the very light that warms. Though the sun has spots, the ungrateful speak only of them, while 

the grateful speak of the light.]”

José Martí, national hero and apostle of Cuban independence. The authors of this editorial 
are delighted to write about the light of Luis F. de Armas.

Naturalists have been pivotal in shaping our understanding of biodiversity. They have pioneered the documentation 
of life forms across the tree of life and provided the foundation upon which all further biological research is built. 
Driven by curiosity and passion, naturalists have flourished regardless of the level of support or conditions. When 
a naturalist becomes a taxonomist, their work is exquisite, meticulous, comprehensive, and robust, reflecting their 
vocation. The Cuban zoologist Luis Florencio de Armas Chaviano is a textbook example of this kind of born 
naturalist who evolved into an outstanding taxonomist.

Luis was born on January 3, 1945, in the small village of Jicotea, located northwest of the Municipality of 
Ranchuelo in Villa Clara Province, Central Cuba. His father, José Luis Armas Núñez, was illiterate, and his mother, 
Josefa Encarnación Chaviano Martínez, attended only one year of school— a common reality in Cuba and the world 
at that time.

Luis began to study in a rural school in Villa Clara Province but in 1956, his parents moved to San Antonio de 
los Baños, a small city 26 km southwest of Havana, where Luis has lived ever since and where he completed his 
primary and secondary education. He did not pursue formal high school studies.

From an early age, his close connection with nature had a profound impact on his future. The influence of his 
mother also played a fundamental role in shaping his path as a naturalist. She strongly opposed confining wild 
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birds to cages, and this view, along with a deep love and respect for the natural world, was something he inherited 
from her. As a young man, he explored many caves, raised black widow spiders (Latrodectus mactans), and even 
created a small collection of butterflies. Reading A Naturalist’s Voyage Round the World, by Charles Darwin, left 
an indelible mark on his life as a future biologist, as if the father of the theory of evolution by natural selection was 
ensuring that the essential souls for the study of nature would not be lost! Another crucial moment was when Luis 
received his first collection of scientific literature, kindly donated to him by the eminent Cuban malacologist Miguel 
L. Jaume, director of the then Museum of the Cuban Academy of Sciences. The entomologist Manolo Barro, from 
the same museum, wisely advised Luis to visit the Institute of Biology of the Cuban Academy of Sciences and get 
in touch with the entomologists. That’s how one day, the young Luis F. de Armas Chaviano made his way there.

These first contacts with the Institute of Biology in the 1970s were essential in shaping and developing Luis into 
an extraordinary scientist and naturalist. To truly understand the importance of these events, we asked Luis to tell us 
more about those formative years, and he wrote:

“...In January 1969, I enrolled in the Advanced Biology Technicians Course, which was taught at the then 
Institute of Biology at the Academy of Sciences of Cuba, graduating at the end of 1971. Between 1972 and 1973, I 
attended an introductory university course to be able to enroll in the Bachelor’s degree in Biology at the University 
of Havana. I did this by attending the evening classes for workers, which lasted two years longer than the regular 
daytime program. However, despite having passed the introductory course, my academic background was deficient, 
as I had not completed pre-university education, and the subjects in the Advanced Biology Technicians Course were 
not enough to make up for the knowledge I had missed. What was supposed to be a seven-year degree extended 
to nine years, to which I added another two years during which I could not attend university. I finally graduated 
on February 24, 1984, without needing to submit a thesis, as I requested its validation based on my numerous 
publications on arachnid taxonomy. Therefore, I did not have a scientific supervisor during my undergraduate 
studies.

In the 1970s, the Zoology Institute, where I had worked as a Biology Technician since 1970, was a fertile 
ground for zoological research. Several of the most renowned Cuban zoologists remained active, institutional and 
financial support were substantial, and there was also a strong sense of camaraderie among most researchers. 
In that environment, even without a scientific supervisor or mentor to guide me in my arachnological studies, I 
discussed and analyzed many of the scientific situations I encountered with Jorge de la Cruz Lorenzo, Pastor Alayo 
Dalmau, Orlando H. Garrido Calleja, and Giraldo Alayón García. A thorough postgraduate course on zoological 
systematics, with the textbook “Animal Species and Evolution” by Ernst Mayr (1969), was deeply analyzed and 
discussed in numerous sessions and contributed greatly to my development as a taxonomist…” (Luis F. de Armas 
in litt.)

But how did Luis become an arachnologist? How did his interest in scorpions begin? Luis told us: “...Precisely 
in the spring of 1969, the Cuban Academy of Sciences conducted a multidisciplinary investigation in the northeastern 
part of Havana, involving several of its research institutes, including the Institute of Biology, as well as students 
from its Advanced Biology Technicians Course. Dr. Abelardo Moreno, a scholar of Cuban scorpions, asked us to 
collect some specimens for him. Naturally, I seized the opportunity and captured several, which I then attempted to 
identify on my own. This marked the beginning of my journey into the study of these arachnids, for which I always 
had the kind assistance of Dr. Pastor Alayo. He reached out to Dr. Herbert W. Levi (MCZ, Harvard University, 
Massachusetts, USA) to obtain the names and addresses of some scorpion specialists, whom I wasted no time in 
contacting.

Thus, sometimes stumbling, making mistakes, and learning along the way, I gradually delved into the study of 
arachnids. It is said that only the gods are free from error. Felipe Poey once stated, likely quoting someone else, 
that we should not fear making mistakes but rather persist, knowing they can happen, because only those who do 
nothing make no mistakes.

From my two greatest mentors, Pastor Alayo and Jorge de la Cruz, I learned never to withhold information from 
anyone and to share what I know with anyone who seeks it. And from another wise Cuban zoologist, Gilberto Silva 
Taboada, I learned not to leave any manuscript locked away, because unpublished papers serve only to feed termites 
and cockroaches. No biological information is ever unimportant…” (Luis F. de Armas in litt.)

This last statement was adopted by Luis as his strict scientific philosophy and practice. To this day, Luis has 
published nearly 500 scientific papers, and undoubtedly, at the time we wrote this text, he had other manuscripts 
submitted or “in press,” making our numbers outdated by the time of publication of this special volume. Without 
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a doubt, he is the most prolific living Cuban zoologist. Before analyzing his publication record, it is important to 
realize that Luis’ scientific output was not influenced by the modern, detrimental academic pressure of “publish or 
perish,” nor was he concerned with impact factors. Luis’ extraordinary publication record is, above all, a reflection 
of his immense passion for scientific research and his conscious understanding of the importance of leaving a 
published legacy for future generations.

In general, the number of scientific publications of Luis F. de Armas shows an upward trend across time, 
especially after the year 2000, and there has been no decline since his retirement in 2019 (Fig. 1). At the same 
time, we see that the number of co-authored works increased starting in the year 2000 (Fig. 1). Despite having been 
published in several scientific journals, there is a certain pattern of consistency. In the first half of his career, the 
foremost Cuban zoological journal, Poeyana, was the primary venue for publishing Luis’ research. After 2000, the 
number of journals increased, but two of them stand out: Revista Ibérica de Aracnología and Boletín de la Sociedad 
Entomológica Aragonesa.

Antonio Melic, from the Entomological Society of Aragon, Iberian Arachnology Group (G.I.A.), shared insight 
into his positive experience working with Luis. “Regarding Luis De Armas, I must confess that I am not sure what 
impresses me more—his knowledge of practically all the minor orders of Arachnida or his efficiency and kindness 
as an editor. To be fair, the Revista Ibérica de Aracnología could very well be called the Ibero-Cuban Journal of 
Arachnology because, since its inception 25 years ago, it has had the direct and constant participation of several 
Cuban colleagues. Among them, Luis De Armas has always stood out as an author and co-editor of scorpions and 
other minor orders. For me, Luis has been a constant support in editing the journal, and I have always been amazed 
by his vast knowledge, despite what I imagine to be occasionally difficult working conditions due to distance, access 
to information, and so on. Moreover, he has always been quick, efficient, meticulous but kind, understanding, and 
brave when it comes to evaluating or editing manuscripts. In short, aside from being a great friend from afar, he has 
always been and remains a key figure in the structure of the Revista Ibérica de Aracnología.”

FIGURE 1. Timeline of Luis F. de Armas’ scientific publications.

The editorial article by Sherwood (2025) in this special volume provides an overview of the multifaceted 
nature of Luis F. de Armas’ scientific contributions and a general “picture” of why he is considered a naturalist 
in the broadest sense of the word. Also, in this Festschrift, Santos & Carrero-Jiménez (2025) provide an editorial 
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piece dedicated to the “Contributions of Luis F. de Armas to Hispaniolan Arachnids,” an island that holds special 
significance for Luis, where he dedicated much of his research and had many close and dear friends. In addition to 
his scientific contributions, Luis has written other articles on scientific outreach and various topics, demonstrating a 
deep interest in popular science communication and environmental education. A complete list of Luis’ publications 
is provided at the end of this editorial.

Regardless of the breadth of topics addressed, Luis is a passionate naturalist, expert taxonomist and skilled 
collector. The science of zoological classification occupies a prominent place in his scientific career, during which 
he has named a total of 258 species-group taxa, 21 genus-group taxa, and 1 family-group taxon. Most of these are 
arachnids (in order of importance: Scorpiones, Schizomida, Amblypygi, Solifugae, Ricinulei, Thelyphonida, and 
Opiliones), but he also described crustaceans (Isopoda) and insects (Coleoptera and Orthoptera). 

Undoubtedly, to date, the Antilles is the region that has most benefited from Luis’ taxonomic legacy (Fig. 2). 
His contributions to the fauna of Cuba and Hispaniola (primarily arachnids) are extensive and constitute a central 
core of his taxonomic work, making Luis the world’s leading specialist on several arachnid groups (Scorpiones, 
Amblypygi, Schizomida, and Ricinulei) in the Antilles. Central America and Mexico also host a significant number 
of new taxa described by Luis and his coauthors. In South America, Luis’ taxonomic contributions are concentrated 
in the northern region, with Colombia and Venezuela harboring the highest number of species. Additionally, he 
participated in the description of an amblypygid (Charinidae) from Peru. As a true reflection of his profound 
arachnological knowledge, Luis has also been involved in the description of arachnid species from regions far 
beyond his ‘main area of work,’ such as the United States, Spain, and the African countries of Kenya, Cameroon, 
and Liberia (Fig. 2). The detailed list of taxa described by Luis to date is provided in Sherwood (2025). 

FIGURE 2. Map showing the locations of the new taxa names proposed by Luis F. de Armas and his coauthors. The color and 
diameter of the circles reflect the number of new names, as indicated by the associated figures. Map created by Willians L. Porto 
(“Bernardino Rivadavia” Argentine Museum of Natural Sciences).

A significant portion of the specimens described by Luis were personally collected by him (Fig. 3). Since 1987, 
he conducted field trips in Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and 
other Central American countries. Tireless in the field, he was one of the best collectors we have ever known.

Dr. Jean-Michel Maes, from the Museo Entomológico de León in Nicaragua, shared the following about Luis: 
‘I had the pleasure of hosting Luis de Armas at my home in León, Nicaragua, for a month many years ago. He 
possesses valuable qualities for a field biologist: he is easygoing and adapts effortlessly to local food. Of course, his 
main attribute—the one that enabled him to discover many new or interesting species—is his incredible work ethic. 
Like an armadillo, he digs through rocks in search of hidden arthropods. At two in the afternoon, we would call it 
a day; the sun was relentless, and we sought shade to rest. But Luis kept turning over rocks, seemingly oblivious to 
the scorching heat...’
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FIGURE 3. Luis F. de Armas on field trips: Above: In Costa Rica, from left to right, Randall Gutiérrez, Luis de Armas, and 
Carlos Víquez collecting at Las Cruces Biological Station (1,100 m a.s.l.), Coto Brus, Puntarenas Province, August 3–4, 2005. 
Photo provided by Carlos Víquez. Below left and right: Luis collecting in San Antonio de los Baños, Artemisa, Cuba, January 
2015. Photo provided by René Barba Díaz. 
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Luis not only focused on collecting his primary taxa of interest but also gathered specimens from various other 
groups, primarily arthropods. He was deeply aware of the importance of natural history collections and, in his own 
words, he ‘collected for the future.’ Many specialists and students greatly benefited from Luis’ collecting efforts.

The recognition of his substantial contributions to natural history collections, as well as his scientific achievements 
and support, is reflected in the 43 taxa (42 species and 1 genus) named in honor of Luis F. de Armas (Table 1).

TAblE 1. Taxa honoring Luis F. de Armas (in bold, taxa described in this Festschrift).
Scientific name and authority Higher taxa
ARACHNIDA

1. Antricola armasi Cruz & Estrada-Peña, 1995 Acari: Argasidae
2. Caribeacarus armasi Vázquez & Klompen, 2009 Acari: Opilioacaridae
3. Phrynus armasi Quintero, 1981 Amblypygi: Phrynidae
4. †Phrynus luisdearmasi Dunlop & bartel, 2025 Amblypygi: Phrynidae
5. Cubanops armasi Sánchez-Ruíz, Platnick & Dupérré, 2010 Araneae: Caponiidae
6. Nops ludovicorum Alayón, 1976 Araneae: Caponiidae
7. Drymusa armasi Alayón, 1981 Araneae: Drymusidae
8. Syspira armasi Sánchez-Ruiz, Santos, Brescovit & Bonaldo, 2020 Araneae: Miturgidae
9. Acanthoscurria armasi Sherwood, Gabriel, Peñaherrera-R. & Alayón-

García, 2025
Araneae: Theraphosidae

10. Ochyrocera luisarmasi Pérez-González & Magalhaes, 2025 Araneae: Ochyroceratidae
11. Ochyrocera maestra Pérez-González & Magalhaes, 2025 Araneae: Ochyroceratidae
12. Ciniflella armasi brescovit, Grismado, Almeida-Silva & Ramírez, 

2025
Araneae: Zoropsidae

13. Arucillus armasi Pérez & Vasconcelos, 2003 Opiliones: Cosmetidae
14. Neoscotolemon armasi Pérez-González, Mamani & Proud, 2025 Opiliones: Samooidea incertae sedis
15. Icaleptes armasi Pereira, Porto, Moya-Guerra, Martínez-Hernández 

& Pérez-González, 2025
Opiliones: Icaleptidae

16. Paecilaemella armasi Medrano, Caramori & Kury, 2025 Opiliones: Cosmetidae
17. Mexobisium armasi Muchmore, 1980 Pseudoscorpiones: Bochicidae
18. Pseudalbiorix armasi Barba & Pérez en Harvey, Barba, Pérez & 

Muchmore, 2007.
Pseudoscorpiones: Ideoroncidae

19. Synsphyronus armasi Harvey, 2025 Pseudoscorpiones: Garypidae
20. Cryptocellus armasi botero-Trujillo & Prendini, 2025 Ricinulei: Ricinoididae
21. Luisarmasius Reddell & Cokendolpher, 1995 Schizomida: Hubbardiidae
22. Schizomus armasi Rowland & Reddell, 1981 Schizomida: Hubbardiidae
23. Jipai longevus Colmenares, Villarreal, Prendini & Moreno-González, 

2025
Schizomida: Hubbardiidae

24. Calima dearmasi Delgado-Santa & Villarreal, 2025 Schizomida: Hubbardiidae
25. Buthacus armasi Lourenço, 2013 Scorpiones: Buthidae
26. Lychas armasi Kovařík, 2013 Scorpiones: Buthidae
27. Didymocentrus armasi Teruel & Rodríguez, 2008 Scorpiones: Scorpionidae

 INSECTA
28. Eurycotis armasi Gutiérrez, 2025 Blattodea: Blattidae
29. Opatrinus armasi Garrido & Gutiérrez, 1994 Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae
30. Pachybrachis armasi Zayas, 1989 Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae
31. Phytocoris armasi Hernández & Stonedahl, 1997 Hemiptera: Miridae
32. Lygaeus dearmasi Alayo, 1973 Hemiptera: Lygaeidae

......continued on the next page
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TAblE 1. (Continued)
Scientific name and authority Higher taxa

33. Leptoglossus dearmasi Alayo & Grillo, 1977 Hemiptera: Coreidae
34. Hylaeus (Prosopis) dearmasi Genaro, 2016 Hymenoptera: Colletidae
35. Eiphosoma dearmasi Fernández-Triana & Grillo, 2007 Hymenoptera: Ichneumonidae
36. Armasius Pérez-Gelabert & Yong, 2014 Orthoptera: Tetrigidae
37. Hydropsyche dearmasi Botosaneanu, 1980 Trichoptera: Hydropsychidae

 MOllUSCA
38. Corida armasi Sarazúa, 1976 Gastropoda: Helminthoglyptidae
39. Hyalina dearmasi Espinosa & Ortea, 2003 Gastropoda: Marginellidae
40. Annularella (Annularella) armasi Jaume, 1984 Gastropoda: Annulariidae

 NEMATODA
41. Fontonema dearmasi García & Coy, 1997 Nematoda: Thelastomidae
42. Hystrignathus dearmasi Morfe & García, 2010 Nematoda: Hystrignathidae)

 REPTIlIA
43. Sphaerodactylys armasi Schwartz & Garrido, 1974 Reptilia: Gekkonidae

His scientific work has had a significant impact and is widely recognized by colleagues (Fig. 4), serving as 
a reference for those beginning the study of Neotropical arachnofauna, mainly from the Caribbean and Central 
America. Several colleagues commented on the impact of Luis’ work:

“... I can confidently state that Luis has laid the foundation for Caribbean arachnology through his many 
taxonomic contributions as well as his mentorship of a generation of Latin American arachnologists” (Lorenzo 
Prendini, Curator of Arachnida & Myriapoda, Division of Invertebrate Zoology, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, USA)

“I met Don Luis when I was starting out in Arachnology, and this solidified him as one of my mentors. I 
remember how much his charisma and working style impressed me during the trip to Cerro Nara, Puntarenas 
Quepos in November 2000. At night, we found the undescribed female of Tityus dedoslargos. The next day, Luis 
showed me the manuscript of the description, which was practically finished, but the best part was that it was 
entirely handwritten by him on paper, ready to be transcribed to digital and sent for publication!” (Carlos Víquez, 
Arachnid Researcher, Costa Rica).

“Knight-errant of the Caribbean lands, explorer, expert, and unparalleled promoter of its rich arachnofauna. 
Persevering, honest, and a great scholar, my friend Luis, all my appreciation and deep admiration for the legacy of 
your exemplary work.” (Eduardo Flórez Daza, Profesor Asociado, Instituto de Ciencias Naturales, Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia).

“In 1972, as a graduate student starting research on diplocentrid scorpions I wrote Luis because he had 
already published on the Cuban species. After, we exchanged specimens from the USA for Cuban ones with the 
assistance of my grandfather in Mexico. Our contact has been uninterrupted ever since, at first vía regular mail, 
and subsequently through e-mail. Luis is amazing in many ways: foremost for his dedication to investigating the 
arachnids of Mesoamerica and the Caribbean; second for encompassing all living orders; and thirdly for developing 
and encouraging students at all levels in those countries. Felices 80 primaveras Luis!” (Oscar Federico Francke 
Ballvé, Mexican arachnologist, retired curator of the National Collection of Arachnids, Department of Zoology, 
Institute of Biology, National Autonomous University of Mexico).

In addition, Luis has received numerous honors, awards, and official Cuban recognitions for his outstanding 
academic achievements, including:

• Outstanding Researcher and Special Mention from the National Union of Education, Science, and Sports 
 Workers (SNTECD) (1989) for scientific achievements.
• “Carlos J. Finlay” Medal (collective) for contributions to the New National Atlas of Cuba (1989).
• “50th Anniversary of the Cuban Speleological Society” Medal (1990).
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• Commemorative Coin for the “30th Anniversary of the Cuban Academy of Sciences” (1995).
• Provincial Outstanding Researcher (1997).
• National Vanguard (1998).
• National Prize for Scientific-Technical Critique (2003) for the book ‘Guanahacabibes, donde se guarda el sol 
 de Cuba’.
• National Prize of the Cuban Academy of Sciences (2003) for the project “Diversity of Arachnids in the Greater 
 Antilles: Orders Amblypygi, Schizomida, Scorpiones, Solifugae, and Thelyphonida” (Principal Investigator).
• “Juan Tomás Roig” medal (2004) for over 25 years of distinguished work.
• Provincial Outstanding Researcher (2003).
• Honorary Member of the Cuban Society of Zoology (2014, 2017).
• Recognition for Work Excellence (2016) from the Integrated Ariguanabo Social Network.

We would be completely mistaken if we think of Luis as an isolated scientist, fully dedicated to his own 
research and scientific production. In addition to scientific research, throughout his academic life, Luis has held 
important management positions, both institutional and editorial. At the Institute of Ecology and Systematics (IES), 
he served as Curator of Arachnids from 1980 until his retirement in 2019. He was also Head of the Department 
of Invertebrates (1999–2001) and a member of the Scientific Council of this Cuban institution. At the national 
level, Luis was a member of the Ministry of Science, Technology, and Environment (CITMA) Commission on 
Scientific Degrees (1997–2019) and a member of the Technical Advisory Council of the Environmental Agency 
(2009–2010). He was a full academic member of the Cuban Academy of Sciences (2002–2013) and a member of 
the Permanent Scientific Degree Tribunal (Biology) (1999–2013), as well as a member of several expert groups for 
national research projects, such as the New National Atlas of Cuba (1988–1990) and the national comprehensive 
study of the cays for tourism purposes (1989–1990).

FIGURE 4. From left to right: Hiram González Alonso, Giraldo Alayón García, Maikel Cañizares Morera, Orlando H. Garrido 
Calleja (1931–2024), Vicente Berovides Álvarez (1941–2023), and Luis F. de Armas at the 30th Anniversary Celebration of the 
Cuban Society of Zoology (2019). Photo by René Barba Díaz.

Luis also carried out several editorial responsibilities, a task he performed with extreme devotion and care. He 
was Secretary of the Editorial Committee of the IES (1985–1994) and President of the Editorial Commission for the 
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Zoology Section. He also served on the editorial boards of scientific journals such as Poeyana (1995–2019), Revista 
Ibérica de Aracnología (2000–present), Solenodon (2000–present), and Novitates Caribaea (2015–present). Luis 
was always extremely meticulous and careful when writing scientific papers. Several generations of young Cuban 
zoologists have learned how to write a scientific paper under Luis’ guidance and advice.

Guidance and advice… this is a distinctive feature of Luis’ academic life. Few scientists we have met possess 
such genuine generosity in sharing knowledge, offering advice, and mentoring (including educating in the broader 
sense) new zoologists, regardless of their country of origin, age, or educational background. A total of 16 students 
(14 from Cuba, 1 from Peru, and 1 from Panama) have obtained academic degrees (7 B.Sc., 7 M.Sc., and 6 Ph.D.) 
with Luis de Armas officially as their scientific supervisor (Table 2). Some, like Rolando Teruel Ochoa (1974–
2023), had Luis as their supervisor throughout their undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral studies. As a major figure 
in Cuban zoology, deeply committed to the development of this discipline in the country, Luis did not limit himself 
to supervising only theses in arachnology. Students with diverse interests, ranging from insects, nematodes, and 
even vertebrates (blind snakes), received Luis’ guidance and unwavering support to carry out their research and 
successfully complete their respective theses.

TAblE 2. List of students who have earned academic degrees under the official scientific supervision of Luis de 
Armas.
Student Country Degree obtained under luis F 

de Armas supervision
Taxon

Arturo Ávila Calvo CUBA B.Sc., M.Sc. Arachnida: Araneae, Amblypygi
Abel Pérez González CUBA B.Sc., M.Sc. Arachnida: Amblypygi, Opiliones
Andrea C. Palomino Cardenas PERU B.Sc. Arachnida: Amblypygi
David Ortiz Martínez CUBA B.Sc. Arachnida: Araneae
Elier Fonseca CUBA B.Sc. Arachnida: Scorpiones
Lázaro J. Forcelledo CUBA B.Sc. Arachnida: Scorpiones
Rolando Teruel Ochoa CUBA B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D. Arachnida: Scorpiones, 

Schizomida
Delys Rodríguez CUBA M.Sc. Insecta: Diptera
José Manuel Ramos Hernández CUBA M.Sc. Insecta: Thysanoptera
Manuel Iturriaga Monsisbay CUBA M.Sc. Sauropsida: Serpentes
Melba Otero CUBA M.Sc. Insecta: Lepidoptera
Rayner Núñez Águila CUBA Ph.D. Insecta: Lepidoptera
René Barba Díaz CUBA Ph.D. Arachnida: Pseudoscorpiones
Roberto J. Miranda C PANAMA Ph.D. Arachnida: Scorpiones
Jans Morffe Rodríguez CUBA Ph.D. Nematoda: Hystrignathidae
Rosanna Rodríguez León-Merino CUBA Ph.D. Insecta: Homoptera

However, reducing Luis’ influence on the training of new generations of zoologists to the number of his ‘official 
students’ would be a narrow and unrealistic approach. Luis has been one of the most generous specialists in terms 
of interaction with young people. He has always been willing to answer a question, clarify a doubt, or guide a 
first research project. He has interacted with numerous undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral students in Cuba, 
Colombia, Panama, Honduras, Mexico, and Peru, as well as countless amateurs from Latin America and around 
the world. He has taught 15 postgraduate courses in his specialty in Cuba, Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, and the 
Dominican Republic. He has delivered 31 scientific lectures and presented 46 works in scientific events (Fig. 5). 
In all of these, his interaction with colleagues and students has been thorough and fruitful, leaving a lasting impact 
and inspiring many young arachnologists. This is something that cannot be quantified but is clearly felt through 
numerous anecdotes and the widespread appreciation that the arachnological community has for Luis.



PÉREZ-GONZÁLEZ ET AL.16  ·  Zootaxa 5563 (1) © 2025 Magnolia Press

FIGURE 5. Same Luis, two different activities. Left (left to right): Miguel Simó, Victor Townsend Jr., and Luis at the International 
Seminar on Arachnology hosted at the Gorgas Memorial Institute for Health Studies, Panama City, Panama (2009). Right: Luis 
is identifying specimens at Las Cruces Biological Station, Coto Brus, Puntarenas Province, Costa Rica, during a field trip in 
August 2005. Photos courtesy of Carlos Víquez.

Beneath Luis de Armas’ exceptional academic career lies his ethical attitude towards colleagues, students, and 
friends; his humility and willingness to listen to different opinions, no matter where they come from, and to correct 
mistakes, whether his own or others’; his generosity and enthusiasm for collaboration; his tireless passion for 
undertaking any and all new projects; his humanism; and his sense of justice. 

Lastly, but no less important (on the contrary!), we also attribute the success of his work to the unwavering 
support of his wife, Josefina Concepción Aragón (Fifi), who has been the pillar of his dreams, an inspiration to his 
late-night efforts, and his loving life partner (Fig. 6).

Luis’ story reminds us that Cuba is not only renowned for its remarkable history, stunning beaches, and 
extraordinary biodiversity teeming with endemic species but also as the birthplace of internationally acclaimed 
naturalists. Luis has the well-deserved honor of belonging to this distinguished group, shining with a dignified, humble, 
and universal light—like a beacon that guides past, present, and future generations of young arachnologists.

Congratulations, Luis, on your 80th birthday! May you celebrate many more years, continuing to inspire us with 
your support, contributions, guidance, and exemplary life. Salud!
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FIGURE 6. Luis with his wife, students and colleagues. Top left: Luis and his wife at their home in San Antonio de los Baños, 
Cuba (July 2024); Top right (left to right): Luis, Giraldo Alayón García and Abel Pérez González at the IV Latin American 
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