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On the correct spelling of Pycnocraspedum rowleyense Schwarzhans, Psomadakis 
& Nielsen, 2025 (Ophidiidae)
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Schwarzhans, Psomadakis & Nielsen (2025) describe Pycnocraspedum rowleyensis. The etymology states that the name 
rowleyensis is “named after the Rowley Shoals, Western Australia, from where the holotype was obtained.” However, 
no explanation was provided for the use of the masculine/feminine adjectival ending -ensis instead of the neuter -ense, 
which would be required to agree in gender with the generic name Pycnocraspedum (ICZN, 1999: Article 31.2). Although 
the Rowley Shoals were named after a Capt. Rowley (King, 1826), the grammatical gender of a Latin adjectival species-
group name must match the generic name, not the gender of the semantic referent. As in other congeners (e.g., P. fulvum, 
Machida, 1984), the adjectival ending should reflect the neuter gender of Pycnocraspedum.

Accordingly, the correct spelling of the name is: Pycnocraspedum rowleyense Schwarzhans, Psomadakis & Nielsen, 
2025.
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