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The genus name Laranda presents a notable example of zoological homonymy that necessitates nomenclatural action 
according to the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN, 1999). The polychaete genus Laranda was 
originally established by Kinberg in 1865, with brief descriptions based on specimens collected by Swedish expeditions, 
and currently encompasses species such as Laranda gracilis Kingberg, 1865 and Laranda sulcata Kingberg, 1865. 
Kinberg’s material set a precedent in marine annelid taxonomy, substantiated by subsequent cataloging efforts and 
referenced in global databases such as the World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS)(Ahyong et al. 2025).

Walker (1869) inadvertently created a junior homonym when he described a distinctive genus of Neotropical crickets 
under the name Laranda (Orthoptera: Grylloidea: Phalangopsidae). These crickets, which inhabit the Atlantic Forest of 
Brazil, are characterized by unique morphological and ecological adaptations, including dorsoventral flattening, dark 
coloration, and specialized genital structures (Desutter-Grandcolas 1994; Walker 1869).

After more than 150 years, this nomenclatural issue remained unnoticed until it was uncovered by Brazilian 
taxonomists through the Taxonomic Catalog of the Brazilian Fauna (Boeger & Valim 2025), a comprehensive collaborative 
database designed to organize and update the taxonomic knowledge of all animal groups in Brazil. As a result of ongoing 
expert curation and database integration, the homonymy between Laranda Kinberg, 1865 and Laranda Walker, 1869 was 
formally identified, prompting the necessary change in the cricket genus name to maintain nomenclatural stability and 
universality, as dictated by the ICZN.

This note addresses the type material and distinguishing features of both taxa to justify and implement the required 
name change for this cricket genus.

The present study involved a comprehensive literature review, including original descriptions (Kingberg 1865; Walker 
1869), taxonomic revisions (Desutter-Grandcolas 1994), detailed consultation of the International Code of Zoolological 
Nomenclature (ICZN 1999), and extensive searches across international taxonomic databases, including the Orthoptera 
Species File (Cigliano et al. 2025) and the World Register of Marine Species (Ahyong et al. 2025). Nomenclatural type 
specimens were thoroughly analyzed to establish the necessary taxonomic and nomenclatural justifications for proposed 
changes.

Taxonomy
Senior Homonym: Laranda Kingberg, 1865
Taxonomic position (Read & Fauchald 2025): Annelida: Polychaeta Grube,1850: Eunicida Berthold, 1827: 

Oenonidae Kingberg, 1865.
Diagnosis: Cephalic lobe entire or entire margin, with no appendages or eyes; parts of the lower lip thick, small, with 

rounded anterior margin, acuminate posteriorly; maxillae of the same pair equal: pair li, dentate in the middle, ungulate 
apex, edentulous; third root shorter than the usual two roots; maxilla of pair Ili narrow, dentate but not ungulate; pairs IIIi 
and IVi equal, ungulate; feet rounded lingula with pubescent setae and gills (Kingberg 1865).

Type species: Laranda gracilis Kingberg, 1865. Type material deposited at the Swedish Museum of Natural History, 
Stockholm (SMNH). Type locality: Atlantic Ocean, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Included species: Laranda gracilis Kingberg, 1865; Laranda sulcata Kingberg, 1865.
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Junior Homonym: Laranda Walker, 1869
Taxonomic position (Cigliano et al. 2025): Arthropoda: Insecta: Polyneoptera: Orthoptera Olivier, 1789: Ensifera 

Chopard, 1921: Grylloidea Laicharting, 1781: Phalangopsidae Blanchard, 1845: Paragryllinae Desutter, 1987: Paragryllini 
Desutter, 1987.

Diagnosis: Body flat, especially the large abdomen. Tergites covered with short and dense setae; sternites glabrous. 
Male and female apterous. Legs short and strong. General color dark, legs or only the tibiae sometimes ochre or reddish-
brown. Tergites with cuticular sculptures (Desutter-Grandcolas 1994).

Type species: Laranda tibialis Walker, 1869. Type material deposited at the deposited at Natural History Museum, 
London (NHMUK). Type locality: Brazil, Rio de Janeiro.

Included species: Laranda annulata Bolívar, 1890; Laranda castanea Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994; Laranda major 
Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994; Laranda meridionalis Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994; Laranda rogenhoferi Saussure, 1878; 
Laranda singularis Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994; Laranda tibialis Walker, 1869; Laranda uai Mews, 2008.

Nomenclatural Justification
The genus name Laranda Walker, 1869, is considered invalid because it is a junior homonym of Laranda Kingberg, 

1865 (Polychaeta: Eunicida: Oenonidae). According to the ICZN (1999), a junior homonym cannot be used as a valid 
taxonomic name. Nevertheless, this name is currently acknowledged as a valid genus (Cigliano et al. 2025). There are 
no known junior synonyms for Laranda Walker, 1869, in the literature. To clearly distinguish it from Laranda Kingberg, 
1865, we propose Unacla nom. nov. as a new name to replace Laranda Walker, 1869. The new name is formed by 
combining the native language Tupi word “una”, meaning black, with the suffix “-acla”, which is frequently used for 
paragrylline crickets.

Proposal
Unacla nom. nov. (Orthoptera: Phalangopsidae)
Type species: Unacla tibialis Walker, 1869 comb. nov.
The included species and name combinations are as follows: Unacla annulata Bolívar, 1890 comb. nov. Brazil, 

São Paulo, Apiaí; Unacla castanea Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994 comb. nov. Brazil, Espírito Santo, Santa Teresa; Unacla 
major Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994 comb. nov. Brazil, Espírito Santo, Linhares; Unacla meridionalis Desutter-Grandcolas, 
1994 comb. nov. Brazil, Santa Catarina, Nova Teutonia; Unacla rogenhoferi Saussure, 1878 comb. nov. Brazil; Unacla 
singularis Desutter-Grandcolas, 1994 comb. nov. Brasil, São Paulo, Teodoro Sampaio; Unacla tibialis Walker, 1869 
comb. nov. Brazil, Rio de Janeiro; Unacla uai Mews, 2008 comb. nov. Brazil, Minas Gerais, Viçosa.

This study resolved the 150-year-old zoological homonymy involving Laranda Kinberg, 1865 (Polychaeta), and 
Laranda Walker, 1869 (Orthoptera). In accordance with the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN), the 
cricket genus Laranda Walker, 1869, being a junior homonym, is formally declared invalid. To ensure nomenclatural 
stability and universality, we officially recommend the use of Unacla nom. nov. as a replacement name for this Neotropical 
cricket genus. This action not only rectifies a long-standing nomenclatural issue but also provides an unambiguous name 
for the Orthoptera genus, facilitating future taxonomic and phylogenetic studies within Phalangopsidae: Paragryllinae.
	 Acknowledgments. We would like to thank Dr. Walter Boeger, coordinator of the Taxonomic Catalog of the Brazil-
ian Fauna, for indicating the homonym treated in this study. LDC would like to thank the São Paulo Research Foundation 
(FAPESP), grant 2024/01332-1.

References
Ahyong, S., Boyko, C.B., Mees, J., Bernot, J., Brandão, S.N., Daly, M., De Grave, S., de Voogd, N.J., Gofas, S., Hernandez, 

F., Neubauer, T.A., Paulay, G., van der Meij, S., Boydens, B., Decock, W., Dekeyzer, S., Goharimanesh, M., Vandepitte, 
L., Vanhoorne, B., Agatha, S., Ahn, K.J., Alonso, M.V., Alvarez, B., Alves, K., Amler, M.R.W., Amorim, V., Anderberg, 
A., Andrés-Sánchez, S., Ang, Y., Antić, D., Antonietto, L.S., Arango, C., Ariño, A.H., Artois, T., Atkinson, S., Auffenberg, 
K., Bailly, N., Baldwin, B.G., Bank, R., Baquero, E., Barber, A., Barrett, R.L., Bartsch, I., Bellan-Santini, D., Bergh, N., 
Bernard, C., Berrios Ortega, F.J., Berta, A., Bezerra, T.N., Bhandari, P., Bieler, R., Blanco, S., Blanco Gavaldà, C., Blasco-
Costa, I., Blazewicz, M., Bledzki, L.A., Bock, P., Bonifacino, M., Böttger-Schnack, R., Bouchet, P., Boury-Esnault, N., 
Bouzan, R., Boxshall, G., Bradshaw, C., Bray, R., Brito Seixas, A.L., Browning, J., Bruhl, J.J., Bruneau, A., Budaeva, 
N., Bueno-Villegas, J., Calvo Casas, J., Campos-Filho, I.S., Cárdenas, P., Carstens, E., Carvalho, A.B.G.D., Cavalcante 
Bellini, B., Cedhagen, T., Chan, B.K., Chan, T.Y., Cheng, H.J., Chernyshev, A., Choong, H., Christenhusz, M., Churchill, 
M., Collins, A.G., Collins, G.E., Collins, K., Consorti, L., Copilaș-Ciocianu, D., Corbari, L., Cordeiro, R., Costa, S.M., 
Costa, V.M.d.M., Costa Corgosinho, P.H., Coste, M., Cramphorn, B., Crandall, K.A., Cremonte, F., Cribb, T., Cutmore, 
S., Dahdouh-Guebas, F., Daneliya, M., Dauvin, J.C., Davie, P., De Broyer, C., de Lima Ferreira, P., de Mazancourt, V., de 
Moura Oliveira, L., Decker, P., Defaye, D., Dekker, H., DeSalle, R., Di Capua, I., Dippenaar, S., Dohrmann, M., Dolan, 
J., Domning, D., D’Onofrio, R., Downey, R., Dreyer, N., Duke, N.C., Eisendle, U., Eitel, M., Eleaume, M., Elliott, T., 



CAMPOS & SOUZA-DIAS148  ·  Zootaxa 5716 (1) © 2025 Magnolia Press

Enghoff, H., Epler, J., Esquete Garrote, P., Evenhuis, N.L., Ewers-Saucedo, C., Faber, M., Figueroa, D., Fišer, C., Ford, 
B.A., Ford, K.A., Fordyce, E., Foster, W., Fransen, C., Freire, S., Fujimoto, S., Furuya, H., Galbany-Casals, M., Gale, A., 
Gao, T., García Rodríguez, R., García-Moro, P., Garic, R., Garnett, S., Gaviria-Melo, S., Gebauer, S., Gerken, S., Gibson, 
D., Gibson, R., Gil, A., Gil, J., Gittenberger, A., Glasby, C., Glenner, H., Glover, A., Goetghebeur, P., Gómez-Noguera, 
S.E., Gonçalves, G.O., Gondim, A.I., Gonzalez, B.C., González-Elizondo, M.d.S., González-Gallego, L., González-Solís, 
D., Goodwin, C., Gostel, M., Grabowski, M., Grossi, M., Guerra-García, J.M., Guerrero, J.M., Guidetti, R., Guiry, M.D., 
Gutierrez, D., Hadfield, K.A., Hajdu, E., Halanych, K., Hallermann, J., Hayward, B.W., Hegna, T.A., Heiden, G., Hendrycks, 
E., Hennen, D., Herbert, D., Herrera Bachiller, A., Hipp, A.L., Hodda, M., Høeg, J., Hoeksema, B., Holovachov, O., Hooge, 
M.D., Hooper, J.N., Horton, T., Hoshino, T., Houart, R., Hroudová, Z., Hughes, L., Hughes, T., Huys, R., Hyžný, M., 
Iniesta, L.F.M., Iseto, T., Iwataki, M., Janssen, R., Jaume, D., Jazdzewski, K., Jersabek, C.D., Jiménez-Mejías, P., Jin, X.F., 
Jóźwiak, P., Jung, M., Kabat, A., Kajihara, H., Kakui, K., Kantor, Y., Karanovic, I., Karapunar, B., Karthick, B., Kasai, 
H., Kathirithamby, J., Katinas, L., Katz, A., Kilian, N., Kim, S., Kim, Y.H., King, R., Kirk, P.M., Klautau, M., Kmentova, 
N., Kociolek, J.P., Köhler, F., Konowalik, K., Kotov, A., Kovac, L., Kovács, Z., Kremenetskaia, A., Kristensen, R.M., 
Kroh, A., Kulikovskiy, M., Kullander, S., Kupriyanova, E., Lacroix-Carignan, É., Lamaro, A., Lambert, G., Larridon, I., 
Lazarus, D., Le Coze, F., Le Roux, M., LeCroy, S., Leduc, D., Lefkowitz, E.J., Lemaitre, R., Léveillé-Bourret, É., Licher, 
M., Lichter-Marck, I.H., Lim, S.C., Lindsay, D., Liu, Y., Loeuille, B., Lois, R., Lörz, A.N., Lu, Y.F., Luceño Garcés, M., 
Ludwig, M., Lundholm, N., Maciel Silva, J., Macpherson, E., Mah, C., Mamos, T., Manconi, R., Mańko, M., Mapstone, G., 
Marco Rosado, N., Marek, P.E., Marhold, K., Markello, K., Marques, L., Márquez-Corro, J.I., Marshall, B., Marshall, D.J., 
Martin, P., Martín-Bravo, S., Martinez Arbizu, P., Masaki, T., Maslakova, S., Mateos, E., McFadden, C., McInnes, S.J., 
McKenzie, R., Means, J., Mejía-Madrid, H.H., Meland, K., Merrin, K.L., Mesterházy, A., Míguez, M., Miller, J., Mills, 
C., Moestrup, Ø., Mokievsky, V., Molodtsova, T., Mooi, R., Morales-Alonso, A., Morandini, A.C., Moreira da Rocha, R., 
Morel, J., Moreyra C., L.D., Moritz, L., Morrow, C., Mortelmans, J., Muasya, M.A., Müller, A., Muñoz Gallego, A.R., 
Muñoz Schüler, P., Musco, L., Naczi, R.F.C., Nascimento, J.B., Nesom, G., Neto Silva, M.d.S., Neubert, E., Neuhaus, B., 
Ng, P., Nguyen, A.D., Nielsen, S., Nishikawa, T., Norenburg, J., Nunes, C., Nunes Godeiro, N., O’Hara, T., Opresko, D., 
Osawa, M., Osigus, H.J., Ota, Y., Páll-Gergely, B., Panero, J.L., Parra-Gómez, A., Patterson, D., Pedram, M., Pelser, P., 
Peña Santiago, R., Perbiche-Neves, G., Pereira, J.d.S., Pereira, P.H.M., Pereira, S.G.G., Pereira-Silva, L., Perez-Losada, M., 
Petrescu, I., Pfingstl, T., Piasecki, W., Pica, D., Picton, B., Pignatti, J., Pilger, J.F., Pinheiro, U., Pisera, A.B., Poatskievick 
Pierezan, B., Pohle, A., Poindexter, D., Polhemus, D., Poore, G.C., Potapov, A., Potapova, M., Praxedes, R.A., Půža, V., 
Rasaminirina, F., Read, G., Reich, M., Reimer, J.D., Reip, H., Resende Bueno, V., Reuscher, M., Reynolds, J.W., Reznicek, 
A.A., Richling, I., Rimet, F., Rink, G., Ríos, P., Rius, M., Rodríguez, E., Rogers, D.C., Rosenberg, G., Ross, G.M., Rützler, 
K., Sá, H.A.B., Saavedra, M., Sabater, L.M., Sabbe, K., Sabroux, R., Saiz-Salinas, J., Sala, S., Samimi-Namin, K., Sánchez 
Santos, N., Sánchez-Villegas, R., Santagata, S., Santos, S., Santos, S.G., Santos Filho, M.A.B.d., Sanz Arnal, M., Sar, E., 
Saucède, T., Schärer, L., Schierwater, B., Schilling, E., Schmidt-Lebuhn, A., Schneider, C., Schneider, L., Schneider, S., 
Schönberg, C., Schrével, J., Schweitzer, C., Segers, H., Semple, J.C., Senna, A.R., Sennikov, A., Serejo, C., Shaik, S., 
Shamsi, S., Sharma, J., Shear, W.A., Shenkar, N., Short, M., Sicinski, J., Sierwald, P., Silva, M.L.C.N., Silva da Silva Filho, 
P.J., Simmons, E., Simpson, D.A., Sinniger, F., Sinou, C., Sivell, D., Smit, H., Smit, N., Smol, N., Sørensen, M.V., Souza-
Filho, J.F., Spalink, D., Spelda, J., Starr, J.R., Sterrer, W., Steyn, H.M., Stoev, P., Stöhr, S., Suárez-Morales, E., Susanna, 
A., Suttle, C., Swalla, B.J., Tanaka, M., Tandberg, A.H., Tang, D., Tasker, M., Taylor, J., Taylor, J., Taylor, K., Tchesunov, 
A., Temereva, E., ten Hove, H., ter Poorten, J.J., Thirouin, K., Thomas, J.D., Thomas, W.W., Thuesen, E.V., Thurston, M., 
Thuy, B., Timi, J.T., Todaro, A., Todd, J., Trevisan Disaró, S., Tucker, G.C., Turon, X., Tyler, S., Uetz, P., Urbatsch, L., 
Uribe-Palomino, J., Urtubey, E., Utevsky, S., Uy, M., Vacelet, J., Vader, W., Väinölä, R., Valdés Florido, A., Valls Domedel, 
G., Van de Vijver, B., van Haaren, T., van Soest, R.W., Vanreusel, A., Vázquez-García, B., Venekey, V., Verhoeff, T., 
Verloove, F., Villaverde, T., Vinarski, M., Vonk, R., Vos, C., Vouilloud, A.A., Walker-Smith, G., Walter, T.C., Watling, L., 
Wayland, M., Wesener, T., Wetzel, C.E., Whipps, C., White, K., Wieneke, U., Williams, D.M., Williams, G., Williams, N., 
Wilson, K.L., Wilson, R., Witkowski, J., Xanthos, M., Xavier, J., Xu, K., Yano, O., Yu, D., Zanol, J., Zeidler, W., Zhang, 
S., Zhao, Z. & Zullini, A. (2025) World Register of Marine Species. WoRMS. Available from: https://www.marinespecies.
org (accessed 24 September 2025)

Boeger, W. & Valim, M.P. (2025) Brazilian Zoology Group 2023. Version 1.1. Available from: https://zenodo.org/records/10498290 
(accessed 11 September 2025)

	 https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10498290
Cigliano, M.M., Braun, H., Eades, D.C. & Otte, D. (2025) Orthoptera Species File. Available from: http://orthoptera.speciesfile.

org/ (accessed 11 September 2025)
Desutter-Grandcolas, L. (1994) Revision of the genus Laranda Walker (Orthoptera: Grylloidea: Phalangopsidae) with notes on 

its distribution and biology. Entomologica Scandinavica, 25 (3), 321–332.
	 https://doi.org/10.1163/187631294X00126
International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 4th Edition. The 

International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, London, 306 pp.
Kinberg, J.G.H. (1865) Annulata nova. Öfversigt af Königlich Vetenskapsakademiens förhandlingar, 21 (10), 559–574.
Read, G. & Fauchald, K. (Ed.) (2025) World Polychaeta Database. Available from: https://www.marinespecies.org/polychaeta 

(accessed 11 September 2025)
Walker, F. (1869) Catalogue of the Specimens of Dermaptera Saltatoria in the Collection of the British Museum. Vol. 1. Printed 

for the Trustees of the British Museum, London, 224 pp.

http://orthoptera.speciesfile.org/
http://orthoptera.speciesfile.org/

